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Letters

MARKISM AND IAROUR - A COMMENT

I am writing to you in order 4o commant on the
gecond part of Pat Jordan's article on Marxists
and the Labour Party. The basic precepts from
which hs argues are sound but I think thathis
eonclusions are wrang,

Otwriously it is the duty of a marxiet to fight
for tha wictory of the prolstariat in the final
class struggle. How can they do this from inside
a roformist party, which has recently passed
anti-working class legislation, dictated to them
by such pillars of capitalism as Wall St.and the
gnomes of Zurich?

I agres there 1is a sizeabla minority of Labour
MPs who want proper socialism, especially the
TRIBUNE group, The present parliamentary system
dictates to them that they should become inaffec=
tive and hypooritical by subordinating themselves
to the party whips., It is also this parliamant-
ary Eystem which forces marxists to contemplate
joining this anti-working class& party.

The prospect of a strong Fowellite Oovernment
comes about bacause Labour has deserted ita
gocialist principles. Evan a marxist stands
1ittle chance of getting into Parliament on the
Labour ticket becausa amyone in that party has to
bear the brunt of Labour's mistakes.

The coalition of ths left peeds careful consid-
eration as to whethar to be reformist or revolut—
iopary, but ens thing is sure, the "dictatorship
of the proletariat"® must bs its targst. Person-
ally T think no marxist can do this with the
present oconstitution and that the best way would
be & revolution, such as in France, of militants
leading worksrs,

B.T. Bobinson
(London)
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AN INTERNATIONAL BRIGADE FOR VIETNAM

One can sympathise with but not support comrads
Hallta lestter in issue mmber 2 of THTERMATIONAL.

The artiele reproduced from LA GAUCHE on the
gquastion of Soviet aid backs up the contention of
INTERMATIONAL No. 1 that the Soviet Union is,
in essence doing not so much more than making the
record. If +there were no appracisble Sovist aid
to Vistnam, Kosygin and Co, would not be in a
position 4o exert any political pressure at all
on Hamoi, Neither would they be able to posture
on +the international plans as a gemuine revolut-
iopary foree. For a complex of reasons 1t as
gtill impartant for them - daspite their genaral
class collsborationist policy - to ba abla to
¢laim to be following the marxist road, It is
?hvinuabhutmthqydmpthinmmumt 1t
will be wery difficult for them to contimma to
influsnce communist parties and the national 1ibe
gration movements,

Tha idea of an intermational brigade for Vistnam
is attractive but has a number of drawbacks, Tha
first belng tha simpla fact that the Vietnamese
haven't called for ons. Secondly, Europeans, as
the Americans would mno doubt testify, would not

be very suitable for terrain and climate, In
conclusion one has to note that this would not by
any means meet the point of comrade Hall's arguw
mant,
and who would arm 1%
Americans will attack the Soviet Unilon if it
sends maecsive hslp to the Vietnamesa, ons must
concgde that the Americans would attack thafoviet
Union if they faced defeat from a Russian-armed
international brigads,

The argumant gets back to this: what is the bast
way of fighting imperialism? By coming to agres=
ment with 3it, by damping down the strupggle in
exchange for promises? Or by fighting resoclutely
and trying to defeat imperialism and its agents
in every country of the world?

i indicates that if one backs down
in face of imperialism it becomes more aggressive
and dsmanding, On the other hand if one stands
up te it, impsrizlism can be made to back down,
If comrade Hall was right the Koreans would have
been quite wrong to have sslszed thes Fusblo spy
ship, T think™ it can be demonstrated that the
inpidant demonstrated the sxact opposita,

The final guarantes sgainst war and an attackon
the Soviet Union 1s the overthrow of imperialism
and a world-wide system of workars' ststes, Amy-
thing which hinders that objective. makes war more
1ikely, The best way to struggle for peace is by
struggling for the destruction of capitalism,

DAVE WINDSOR
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Vietnam- the struggle goes on

The mnegotiations in Paris drag on- principally
becauss the Vietnamese are quite unwilling to
make conpessions, despite the combined pressure
of the Americans and the Russians, At time of
writing, there seems little chance of them chang-
ing their line in ths near future.

In Vietnam itself, there has been an impressive
inorease in the rumber of American casualtiss and
Saigon has been turned into a daily battlefisld,
Serious bourgeols commentators are admitting that
ths fresh forces which +toock up the Btruggls
sgainst the Saigon regime after the Tet offensive
are & ssrious esbarrassment to the Americans,. (Sse
in particular THE ECONOMIST,)

Those whose lina has been to “Support U Thanth
should think sbout his recent stataments in which
ha has denounced the N.L.FJgs "barbarism® for
attacking the towns.

It is clearsr than ever that the only realistie
perspective for an end to +the war is for the
Americans: to withdraw, The balance of foroes 1is
such that no one can doubt for ona minuts that
this would result in s vietory for the national
liberation forces,

It is in this context that we consider two eventa
- the solidarity campaigm being run by the Y.C.L.
and its allies, and ths amnnocuncement by the
¥.5.C, of its proposed antumn offensive,

So far as we are conoarnsd we are extremely plea-
sad that the Y.0,L. has changed ite position on
the struggle against the war in Vietnam. Only a
faw months agpo people were expelled from that
organisation for espousing what is mow official
policy., We have soms doubts about the methods of
this campaign and fesl that it would be better
for the Y.C,L. lsadership to join with the V.5.C.
in ite type of activity., However, we mst recog=
nise this as a step forward. We would suggest to
any member of the Y.C.L. who might read thispaper
that ha should struggle within that organisation
for two things: (1) for the Y,0.L. to join in the
id Hoe Committes which the V.3.C, has called for
to. mobilise for tha gutumn offensive; and (2) a
putting straight of the record in the Commnist
press of the attacks which were made against the
Vietnam Solidarity OCampaign prior to the March
1Tth demonstration. Im passing our ¥.C.1,
friends ocould, perhaps, enguive from King Strest
as to how it is that the adult party still sticks
to support for the "negotiations" and "atopthe
bombing® lines. If it correct for Y.0.L._to take
the solidarity line, 1t ls correct for the party
to do this as well,

We understand that the V.5.0. is pow discussing
the exact form of the autumn offensive. There are
many who are quite understandably frustrated by
the prospect of further repeats of the Groavenor
Square confrontation, There are some who, in
their desire to "link issues" wish the demonstra-
tion target to be some British capitalist instite-
ution. We hope thefSe issues are thoroughlygona
over, They reflect quite profound political
points of view.

For our part we favour MASS MOBILISATION ARDUND A
o IMFLY UNDERSTOOD ISSUE. The autumn offensive is

envisaged as. bedng a massive affair, It should
not be confused with the commando type demonstra-
tion which was all the vogue some ysars ago.

The declared aim of ths demonstration must be
simple and direct, It must be in solidarity with
the peopls of Vietnam and not be envisaged as the
start of the British revolution. (to put thersc-
ord straight, we ars in favour of the atart af
that revolution as soon as possiblal)

It must be around a militant policy of support
for the Vietnamese peopls against American impere
izl iam, Tt should, of courss, have as a sscondary
target, <the exposurs of the British Government.'s
role. But this iz not best dona by blurring the
lagus into & pgeneral anti-Wilson Ooverrmant
demonstration. We are in favour of that type of
demonstration but it is not the job of V.3.G. to
arganise it.

For thoss who want to svoid a repetition of the
March 17th and October 22nd events, we would
suggest +that if the aim of the demonstration is
to bring much larger rumbers of people, things
can scarcely be the same, If 50,000, 75,000 or
100,000 assemble around some sasily idantifiable
symbel of American Imperialism, the whole area
will be brought to a standstill.

For those who want to have a more viporous aim
than a mere demonstration, we would point out that
there will be many organizations on the damonstr-
ation, If one of those organisations with a more
rounded out and preeise function than V.3.C, was
to pose a more militant and decisive target, it
would be up to demonstrators to decided what they
wantad to do,

The V.5.C., must stick to 4its role as being a
united fromt organisation on a very militant line
which seeks to mobilise mase support for that
line, Tt cammot ba a substitute for a revolutio-
nary party- it wouldn't fit the bill and, anyway,
its most successful function as a mass mobiliser,
its sole reason for fame, would be damaged,

We urge all our readers to respond to ths eall
by the V.5.C. 1o organise Ad Hoc Committees in
every - town, every collsge and university to maks
the autumn mobilisatlon the biggest anti~imperig=
list demonstration Britain has ever seen,




U.S. SOCIALIST POSES

Emie Tate and John London

The visit of Paul Boutelle, the Socialist Workers
Farty's vice-presidential candidate, to Britain
halped to pose the question of Black Power on
a wide scale, He helped to clear up some of the
misconceptions and, in some cases, pure igmorance
which has hindered a proper socialist appreciat=-
ien of the gquestion,

He concluded his two-week speaking tour with a
rally in Hyde Park on Juns $th at the speakerast?
corner, where many immigrant organisations hold
regular meetings, The mainly Black audisnce aof
saveral hundred heard Boutelle describe the cond=-
itions that face the Black population of the 1.3,
He also outlined a history of the liberation
struggle over the past LOO years and explained
the role Black nationalism had played in that

atruggle,

"The United States is todsy the main enemy of all
mankind," he sald, "Not only does it show it in
Vietnam where it carries on & oriminal war but it
ghows it in its policies toward Black Amaricans.”
It is 8 racist country, he said, "just as England
is a raclst country = I've been travelling this
country for the past two weeks talking and liste-
ning to Black peopla, and I don't sea much
diffarenca,”

THE SAME ENEMY

To loud applause, he told the crowd: "You've got
the same problems we've got, It's the same rotten
system. We've got the same enemy, British impe-
rialism is the front-man for American imperialism
= the Junior partner, It'e mot as strong as it
once was, Once they used to say that the sun
always shone on some part of the empire - now the
sun has diffienlty finding iti"

Mihen you struggle against racism in this country
you are helping us in Ameriea, because you are
fighting against ons of America's main allies.”

He drew roars of approval from the audience when
he referred to the case of Michael X, who had
been one of the first people arrested under the
race relations act passed by the Labour Govern-
ment, "I understand they put our brother Michasl
X, otherwise known as Michael Abdul Malik, in
Jail for saying that 'white people were monkesys,
devils and bastards,! Well, if white people did
mot behave 1like monkeys, devils and bastards,
then we wouldn't have to call them that,"

Speaking of the election campaipgn in the United
State2, h2 sald he was. sorry Robert Kennady was
assassinated, "I really mean it", he stated as
his audience laughed, "Assassination and individ=
ual acts of terrorism don't solve anything. In
fact they are used as a pretext by the ruling
class to take action against its opponents. It's
the system that has to be dastroyed. I'm espec=
ially sorry because Kennedy was not allowed to
be exposed as a phoney for all to see, as I'm
sure would have happened very quickly after his
election,.”

BLACK POWER IN THE U.S,

The asudience, amongst whom were most of the lead-
ers of the Black Power militants in London, were
espacially interested to hear Boutalle's comments

on the Black Power movement in the United States,
Although the Hlack Power tendency was still, in
most areas, a minority in the Black community as
a whole, it was the most important development in
America, he stated. There are a wide range of
different tendencies in it from extrems natiomal-
ists and cultural groups to S.N.C.C. and the Hlack
Panthers whom he identifisd with, he said. But
the movement as a whole, he went on, "is basically
a growing and healthy movement." He informed the
audisnce that the large majority of Black peopls |
in America still voted for the Hepublicans and
Democrats,

To counter this, he stated, "we in the B.W.P. |
advocate the formation of an independent Black
political party - its part of our campaign,”

Boutelle's visit was most timely, coming at a
time when there is greater receptivity to  Black
Power idess in the Black community as a result of
the recent upsurge of racism in Britain, As a

result of the lack of a laft alternative toWilson |

appearing in the Labour movement, big sectors of
the organised working class have become frustrat-
ed at a time when their living standards have
declined, This d4s the basic explanation for the
support Powell received. from the dockers and
Smithfield porters, Black people are quickly
losing any 3illusions +they may have had in the
ability of the traditiomal parties in Britain to
solve their problems or to counter the diseri-
mination they suffer in educatlon, housing, jobs,
etc. The creation of the Black Alliance mov=
ement is & sign that the Black iwmigrantshave
learnt the lesson that they need to unite and
come togather to form organisations capable of
fighting on a militant programme,

Although conditions are very different from the
United GStates - the non-white population there
iz a much higher proportion of the population and
is mich more homopenesous than in Britain- there
is an increasing interest in the ideas of Black
Power and the experience of Black people in the
U.5. HMamy leaders of the Black Power tendency
in this country are very amxious to see if they
can apply the experiances of their Black brothers
to local conditions,

4



BLACK POWER.-BRITAIN

BLACK POWER IN MARXIST TERMS

Boutelle's visit came some months after the wisit
of Stokely Carmichael which had a big impact in
the Black community. However, Boutelle was the
first Black Fower spokesman from the United
States who has attempted to define Black Powar in
marxist terms. At the same time he related Elack
Power to the traditional radical left,

Boutalle's speaking tour t0oK him +to the main
industrial centres: Birmingham, Sheffield, Glas=
gw, Nottingham, Newcastle, etc. In many of the
towns he wisited there are large immigrant commo=
nities. He also wisited about a dozen colleges
and universities whera he aroused great interest
among the many colonial students resident in this

contry s

In Nottingham, at a meeting sponsored by INTERNA=-
TIONAL, he spoke to nearly 100 people, among whom
wera tha main leaders of the militent section of
the Black community,

In Olasgow, he addressed another meeting sponsor-
ed by INTERNATIONAL at the trades council hall.
Tha $0=strong audience was mainly made up of
membarg of various marxist groups, GSome of them
received a lesson in the principles of marxism
from Paul.

At. a meseting in Edinburgh University hisbarbs
against tha Quesn provoked the SCOTTISH DATLY
EIFRESS to publish an editorial demouncing him,
He had referred in passing to the Queen as being
a "parasite who should be put to work washing
floors,” This rather upset the ultra-Tory and
fanatically royalist SCOTTISH DATLY EXTRESS,

At Newcastle University a quickly organised meat-
ing of the Socialist Society received goodsupport
= 130 people in the middle of axams = with cover=—
age on television and in the local radic and
press,.

At ©Sheffield, while speaking ai a teach=-in on
student power, Boutelle recaived a taste of the
gsectarianism which Iinfects slements of the left
in Britain, He was attacked by Wick Spenca, of
tha KEEP LEFT Young Socialists and the Socialist
Labour League, who accused Boutelle of “confusing
the Hlack working eclass and playing into the
hands of +the Hlack capitalists" and encouraging
aparthald, Spence proposed that the only way
ghead for the Black workers was & unity with the
white working oclass,

5,L.L, IGNORES CHALLENGE

Boutelle was able to show his challenger didn't
even have an elementary knowledge of the Black
struggle in America, pointing out that the idea
that Black people should hold back until such
time as the white working class moved was react=
ionary, Boutelle announced that When he had
first come to Britain, he had challenged the
Socialist Labour Leagus to a debate on the topic
of Black Power, but they had chosen to ignore his
challenga,

Boutelle's first London meeting was at the Caxton
Hall and wa=s sponsored by the International Marx-
ist Group, which supports the Unified Secretariat
of the Fourth International, The crowded meeting,
which was chalred by Tarig Ali, heard how the

S.H.P, used the election campaign to promote the
ideas of socialism,

News nf Boutelle's visit to Britain spread rapid-
ly through the PHlack community and Boutelle's
final rally in Hyde Park was preceded by a serles
of gquickly organised meetings throughout London
in the immigrant pghettoes, A meeting in Isling-
ton, spomsored by +the Campaipn Against Raclal
Discrimination, chaired by Oscar Abrams, a lead-
ing Black militant in the area, heard Boutelle
explain why Black consciousness was essential if
Black people were +to overcome oppression, The
exploiters took the African away from Africa and
made him into a Negro, he told the asudience, We
have got to get rid of that, he said, Befors we
can be fres we have to Decome oursalves, he went
on, and we have {0 becoms what we once were and
in the process, by so doing, destroy the system
that enslaved us,

On Saturday, June Bth, Boutelle was the featured
speaker as a speclal meeting in central London to
commemorate the ldeas of Marcus Garvey, organised
by a combination of several Hlack Power groups
under the title of Black United Action Front.

Amnng thoss present was Obli B, Egbuna, a leader
of the U.C.F.A. and one of the most articulate
spakesmen for Black Power in Britain, Om the
platform wera Fradia Dymond of the Racial Adjust-
mant Society and B.5. Chose of the U.C.P.A.

A FROGRAMME VITAL
At this meeting, Boutelle laid preat stress on
the importance of a programme for the Hlack Power

Foul Boutelle




mvement if it is to be succesaful, As far as he
was concerned, he stated, there was a great lack
of programme among many of the Black Power tend-
encies in the United States, although, he conti-
mied, many organisations such as 5.N.C.C. and the
Hlack Panthers in California were seriously
attempting to come to grips with the problem,

Once you have a programme, he said, it becama
that much more difficult for the ruling class to
co-opt you into the system or into either of the
big péliticasl parties. He emphasised the need
for building an organisation., The organisation
is more important than the individual, he said,
more important than even the greatest individual
and should be capable of lasting out any of its
lasadars,

The Socialist Labour Leagua followed its failure
to take up Boutelle's challenge with a virulent
attack 4in its newspaper, the NEWSLETTER, on the
whole concept of Black Power. Treading its fam-
iliar path, 1% equated Black nationalism with
white racism and slandered such spokesmen of the
Black commmnity in the United States as Stokely
Carmichael and Le Roi Jones.

Unfortunately, the S5,L.L. is not slone in. this
sectarian behavicur: predictably the British
MILITANT has also been attacking Black Fower, but
the latest recruit 4o this peculiar brand of
sectarianism ies International Socialism. In an
article in SOCIALIST WORKER (formerly LABOUR
WORKER) Black Power is described as a dangerous
glogan, This article was by no means as bad as
those appearing in +the MILITANT and NEWSLETTER
and we are told that it is pot an official posit-
ion of I.,5., however, sursly an editorial comment
disassociating the editors from the article was

necessary. 3

Dur sectarian friends always seem to rise to the
oceasion on such questions as Black Power exactly
at the +time when the capitalist press and the
representatives of the ruling class (e.g. Enpals)
launch their attacks, Sectarianism is kmown %o
be closely linked with boulgeols prejudices and
flowing from that, formal (i.e., pon-dlalsctical
mathods of thinking, For the sectarian it is
enough to learn a few slogams by rote and bring
them out at the appropriate time,

SECTARTANISM AND RACISM

In the case of race questions, the sectarian
thinks it is sufficient to bring out the sloganof
Black and White Unite., And for him, anyone who
does not recognise his brand of absolute truth is
naturally petit-bourgeois or even an agent of the
ruling class., Those sectarlans who argue that
if Black people organise separately white racism
is reinforced repeat, albelt in a different
jargon, +the liberal-bourgecis-religious argument
that the source of racism is psychological. They
appear not to notice that racism is already
prevalent despite the fact that the Black people
have not, up to mow, organised +to any great
exteant separately.

Another confusion in the mind of the sectarian
is his inability to separate long-term and short-
term strategies., From a long-term point of view
mothing could be more correct than Black and
White unite, PBut for the short term, we must
recognise that a large section of the white work-
ing class is racist, Instead of lecturing the
Black people about the iniguities of them organ-
ising themselves separately, white marxistsshould
be getting stuck into the job of combatting this
racism by sducation and propaganda, For marxists

the key thing dis to make revolvtionariss: Hlack
people are much more likely to become revolution-
aries when they are awars of their own power and
identity (i,e., overcome completely the !I.dmlnﬂ
of inferdority their slavemasters, past
present, imbued them with). Once having halwn
Mulutinmriﬂ-a Black p ople will be mich better
fighters against capitalism - it goes without
gaying that marxists should do all they can to
introduce Black revolutionaries to the ideas of
marxism,

UNITY IN EEVOLUTIONARY STRUGGLE

Unity te will be bestaxpressed
in a struggle = & revolutionary struggle, if
possible - against capitalism, To put the main
emphasis on this unity now, when, so far, the
white workers have not been capable of meeting
the challenge of the Labour Government is futils,
On the other hand, can we seriously go to the
Black workers and say "Don't organise yourselwves,
build wunity with the white workers instead, that
is +the best way to fight racism,® when the Black
worker knows very well that the white worker is
not even capable of defending his owm living
conditions? When he kpows +that traditionally
militant sections of +the working class have
turned their militancy against the Black workers
instead?

To say thesa things is not to condopne tham or
pretend +that we wish it were not otherwise. But
to refuse to face the realities of the situation
is pure blindness,

The bast way to solve these problems is through
struggle against capitalism, If the Hlack people
are prepared now to fight against discrimination
and oppression we should seek to encourage this
procass with all our power,

Paul PBoutells's historie visit did much to help
us in these aims, His influence on the Black
commnity has, we are sure, considerablyhastenad
the formation of a Black Power movement in this
country with a programme, His talks to white
sogialiste has helped to clear away the confusion
caused by the sectarians and the liberals. We
look forward to seeing him again,

An unfortunste typographical error occurredin
part two of my article MARXISTS AND THE LABOUR
PARTY, having ths effect of making me appear to
quastion everything that I had writtenl

Tha last three paragraphs of tha articls as
printed should have appeared earlier in tha art=
icle, Thus instead of erding on the note:

"Hoes +this,then, mesn that the arguments I hawe
used in this article are no longer walid?®

Tha article as written ended:

Wiarxists should still remain in the Labour Party
but doing everything in their power to initiate
the most vigorous opposition possibls to Wilson,
They should sesk to use the mnieipal election
results to comvince the remaining socialists in
the party of the disastrous folly of mot fighting
Wilson TO THE END."

FAT JOFDAN
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VIETNAM

PART 2

a balance sheet of Russian aid

India (which makes war on China), Irag, Syria,
Finland, s&are better supplied than Vietnam! in
article appearing in the NOUVEL OBSERVATEUR
glters mnothing of our findings; the fire power
of North Vietnmam would not stop the aircraft of
tha Tth Fleet, btut it ia guite capable of mee—
ting two or three flotilles at & time", That
is to say categorically: the firepower is suff-
icient to defend Hanoi (and Haiphong). In fact
this implies & dramatic choice: either to defend
Hanol and Hai s or to defend the other parts
of the country (for, whilst the "two or three
flotillas™ attack Hanei, the rest of the Tth
Fleet plus the Tactical Air Command, for example
attack Vinh Linh and other places).

How have the Vietnamese been able to inflict 50%
losses on American aviation? "At a stupely-
ing rate the SAM rockets rise up, often in clus-
ters, The pgtandard of the slogan "a blow, an
aireraft" surely isn't reapected., What does it
matter, the rockets don't run out,

This corroborates what we would say: the necess—
ity of & cloud of SAM 2 for each directhit.
The battle of Hanoi is only further proof of it,

In Hanoi the anti-aireraft armament has reached
& fearful density; it is only here, by making a
veritable "wall of <fire" +that the Vietnamese
succeed in repelling the American air-power, But
you only see such density at Hanoi end Haiphong:
the other parts of +the country ere vulnerable,

The fact should be emphasised that it ien't a
guestion of adding to American losses solely by
incressing the density of anti-aircraft fire,
(The considerable increase in Soviet aid recent—
ly will not practically improve the lot of the
oountry towms and vﬂ.‘l.a.gasg, At the same time
the quantity of the equipment mmst be increased,
imerican losses would then exceed 30 or 95%, not
only over Hanoi, but over all the Demoocratic
Republic of Vietmam,

NOTHING, TECHNICALLY OR H[}JITABH'T. EXFLAINS
SUCH A SITUATTON OF SHORTAGE,

What are we to think of the Soviet techniciana?
They have solved successfully the problem of des=
troying rTocketa in flight [lhmhnhm:l. They
have ghown on T,V, the interception of & medium
Tange warhead; they have shown us an A B.M.(1)
(anti ballistic missile), capable of 95% inter—
ception of the muclear warhead of an Intercontin—
ental Hallistic Missile, falling from 200 km at
& speed of 28,000 lm per hour, and yet they do
not know how to Jknock down & plene flying at
2,000 ¥m per hour?

How can we consider that 1 o 2% losses must be
the meximm possible, when the Strategic Alr Com—
mand itself forecasts that an attsck "By
saturation" against the U,5.8.R. (thet ig to esy
all the U.,S. Air Force) would only lst through
2 to ¥ of the aircraft?

In fact, the U.S5.5.R. possesses low altitude—
anti-aireraft rockets equivalent to the TU.E,

Hawk, mounted in a protected wehicle, self-
propellant and parachutable, These wehicles
pass’ through Red Square every year, Moreover,
there exist rocketa capable of being carried by
an infantryman, derived from the Soviet Atell
and the U.S, Sidewinder (redeye engine), The
method of wuse is simple: POINT IT TOWARDS THE
NOISE, PHESS THE TRICCER - THAT'S ALLl With 90%
chance, an aircraft flying at twice the speed of
gpound is knocked down,

In only taking sccount of what the Russiane hawve
revealed to. the public of their armaments (and
without prejudicing any changes for the bettexr)
we could argus the following:

Protected by the MIG 23 and the Yakovlev capable
of resisting U,S5. fighters, 50 AN-16 cargo
dgiroraft leave Vliadivostok for Vietnam, rafusll-
ing in mid-air over the Pacific (to avoid China
and pot to put them in s position o be attacked
by +the U.S5.A.) by means of some II-28, Always
protected by fighters (which also refuel in mid-
air) they land &t seversl points on Vietnamese
territory, on non~prepared Tunways 500 m long,
unloading their long-range rockets, thelr low=
altitude anti-aireraft rockets, their radar, all
in protected wvehiclea, The whole thing could be
installed in less than three hours,

The first U.S5, raid, taking off from the Forrest-
al, loges ‘at least 90% of its aircraft...Utopia?
Ho, The manoeuvres of +the Warsaw Pact powers
have shown that it is possible to seal off the
frontiere of North Vietnam,...

BUT IT WOULD IMPLY A DIFFERENT POLICY

Only an energetic counter-escalation would stop
American aggression againat North Vietnam, Now
this counter-escalation is contrary to the policy
of PEACEFUL CO-EXISTENCE which from the affair
of +the Cuban rockets (the Cuban missile crisis)
means abendoning & socialist nation to more and
more hard blows by American imperislism (North
Vietnam), passing to the 'denunciation' of the
latin American guerillas, and the refusal to
agsure Chipa of unconditiomal support in the case
of American aggression,

When the bombe which fall in clusters on Hanoi
are aimed to put & stop to a2ll human activity
there, some people dare then to affirm that the
U.5.8.R.y faced with the danger of nuclear war
from U.5. imperialism, has a responsible attitude
and that it "has saved world peace,”

We would respond: "What peace®"
Footnobe

(1) Certain Soviet generals think that the
Anti-ballistic-misaile makee mno difference +o
the gituation, Om +the scale of a muclear war,
5& of the American intercontinentsl ballistic war
load (there are 1,200 of them) would amount to 60
bombes of more than 3 megatoma each, It has been
caleulated that this would meen 100 million imme-
diate deaths, Moreover, certain intercontinental
ballistic missiles are between 15 and I0 megatons
each,

7




Special: interview
with leader
of

banned

French movement

The following interview with Alain Kriwvine, ons
of the leadars of the French student movement and
a leader of the now bammad Jeunesse Communiste
Revelutionnaire (J.0.R. - Revolutionary Communist
Youth) was obtained by Mary-Alice Watars, of the
Y.3.A, (Young Socialist Alliance) of the United
Statas, We have laft out those parts of the inter-
view which dealt with the history ol the struggle
bacaase we have alresady covered that aspect. The
411 interview appsarad in the Juns Zist issus of
THE MILITANT, obtainable from Pionesr Book Sarvi-
cey O, Toynbee Sty London E.l. price 1/~ (3dpost)

MART=-ALICE WATERS: In the United States, as in
France, the Commmist Party has been attacking
the J,C.R, particularly, and the students in pen-
eral, as being ultra-leftist, adventurist, and
trying to divide the working class. Why are they
go fearful of the student movement?

ATATH KRIVINE:; It is dmportant +to note that
almost the whols student wovement = thoss who
participated in the struggle - is to the left of
the Communist Party. At present, except for the
organised vanguard, thess students do not
have a proyramme, bub they agree oo a mumber of
points in regard %o the Communiat Party, They
reject reformism, they reject the C.P,'s theory of
peacelul co-axistence, they reject stalinism,

Thare ars two main reasons for this. On the one
hand, at first, we did not realise the impact
that our activities have had in the studsntmilien
during the past two years. The principal positi-
ons  developed by the J,C.R, — a eritique of the
C.P.y of Mitterand and Company = have becoms mass
themes absolutely accepted by virteally the whole
student movement, The: full implisations of the
lopg and patient activitisa of +ths wanguard
groups, the dmpact of our propapanda, revealad
its=ll during the current upsurge.

Second, the attitude of the C.P. itself has cont-
ributed 4o this rejection of the C.P. OSince the
begiming of the movement, and even now, tha C.7.
has attacked the students very violently, accus-
ing them of being led by ultra-leftists, which,
of course, only gilves additiomal authority %o the
l=aders, FEut there are extremely perfidious ati-
acks, For azample, at the time of the barricadass,
the G.P. accused us of infesting the Latin Quart-
er with "la pigre,™ the scum of society, and with
211 +the buffoonz of Paris = 5 word=for-word
repetition of Pompidouts accusation, I must say

Alain Krivine

that this only leads to.a more open=-minded atmog=
phere among the students,

The Commundiste have a tabla in the courtyard of
the Sorbomme; but they are endlessly beseiged by
hundreds of students who attack them politically.
The result of all this will be that tha C,P., for
a very long time to come, will lose sll politiesl
preastige among the students. One can say with=
out underestimagion that in the political arens
- that is, wong the politicised students - the
C.P., 1is only a "handful® in comparison with the
organisations of the vanguard, They will cont-
ime to have influence in the student milien of
course, but they have suffered s tremendous blow,
Thay -exposed themsslves to the students, day
alter day, as the evente unfolded, and it will be
4ifficult for them to salvapge mmch in the student
milisu,

ACTION COMMITTEES

HMARYT-ALTICE WATERS: What are the Action Commit-
tees and what role do they play?

ALATN FKRIVINE: Well, the Action Commitiees were
created more or less spomtanesously, although
thara were pollitical militants heading them. The
vanguard groups had never besn able to mobilise
more than seven to eight thousand students in the
Latin Quartar, motably for Vietnamdemonstralions,
On the barricades, which is, after 511, a mors
vigoroas experience, about 15,000 students parti-
cipated, and then thers were 50,000 on the Champs
Elyseas, But we oursalwas recognised that three=
feurths of the students who were then completely
apnlitlcal, if not conservative, two months earle
iar, The former leader of F N.E.7, (The National
Federation of French Students), an extramely
rlght-wing riwval organisation of U.N.E.7,, is
participating in the movement and is advancing
sgeialist ddems, Tighting for a socialist revol-
ution, ecriticising the C.P, from the left, It's
a spachacular reversal for the student movemant]

Since no organisation had hepemony over the whole
student movement, the students felt the necessity
of organising themselves into committess to give
gtructure to the whole movement. The Action
Committess unite all the students of themovemant
- mepbers of organisations, non-members, and they
exist in all the wvarious schools of the univers-

ity,

The MAction Committess began at the university,
but the second stage opaned uimnlmnimdnn;
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workers began coming to the Sorbomne, which play-
ed the role of thse Smolny Institute at the time
of the Russian Revolution, That is, the studants
garved as an example. They played alsadership
rols when the working class entered the struggle.
The workers, very often, came to the Sorboms
asking for advice, asking the students to help
them organise themselves.

Thus the students saw the need to creata Workers
and Students Action Committees, Very quickly the
Action Committess extended to all of Paris, to all
of the districts, The Action Committees, which
ware at first led by the students, gquickly embra=
cad all sactors of the population, workers and
housewives, everyona, In- certain distriects,
Action Committees of 15C to 200 persons, only 10
of whom wers students, wesre formed,

EMERYONIC DUAL POWER

Thare are now about 300 Action Committees in
Paris, which group togsther workers, students,
professorsy everybody and anybody is in these
Action Committees. The Action Committess serve
&3 a Kind of infrastructurs for the movement.

When the revolutionary movement was at its peak,
certain Action Committess developed a much higher
level of organisation - that is to say, certain
Action Committess, particularly in the provincss
became germine embryos .z dusl power.

Today there is a real shortage of some products
in Paris, There is not encugh sugar and coffee,
There are no clgarettes, and there is not encugh
gasoline. In certain very localised places, for
example in Nantes, the Actlon Committess purchas-
ed food by presenting unly I.0.U.s. The march-
ants distributed poods, without receiving any
money, and in return they received I,0.U0.5., The
detion Committees blossomed into gemiine embryos
of dual power,

FACTORY COMMITTEES

MART-ALTCE WATERS: In tha factories, have there
been similar Action Committess or strike commit-
tees which have played a vanguard role?

ALA'N FRIVINE: In the factoriss the political
vanguard does not have the leadership, The move-
ment iIn the factories was also started in a
spontansous way by the youth, An example I can
glve is the Remault plant - an example which was
miltiplied many timas,

The movement started off with 150 youth, spread
out in three workshops, for the most part unorg-
anlsed, They closed the workshops and decreed an
unlimited general strike; ecarrying a red flag,
they marched through the factory salling for a
general strike. The unions were complately out=
flanked, Much later, after long deliberation,
the 0P, called for a strike,

e workers did not anticipata this movemant; no
ona anticipaled it, The worksrs have never been
‘elducated in what socialist strategy is, The C.P,
has kept the movement under control, although
they have been contested,

Tha C,P, is opposed to the creation of strike
oommittess, The C,P. has ordered thrse-fourths
‘of tha workers back home. The strike Pickets are
‘meinly composed of C.5.T. and C.P. members, Thare
48 m genuine political 1ife in the factories =
“they are almost empty today,

There are some strike commlitees, but they are

¢
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often simply trade-union liaison committees at
the wundon brass level., In certain factories
whers there are wanguard militants, there are
gemiine strike committees, democratically rum,
having elections, etec., but this is extremely
rare,

The wvanguard worksrs are even blocked by strikm
pickets from entering their factories., That is
why the most advanced slements participats in the
Actlon Committees of their neighbourhoods set up
by students, The pgenuine political 1ife has
shifted from the factory to the neighbourhoed,

THE ROLE OF U.N.E.F.

MARY-ALICE WATERS: The press has talked a lot
about U N.E.F,; could you explain exmctly what
U.N.E.P, is and what role it plays?

ALATN KRTVINE: U.N.E.F. is a student union of
about B0,000. Tt is not a politiecal organisation
= 1t is a union that has slways been headed by
laft—wing militants, genarally of the P.5.U., but
a few times by the C,F., It played an important
rola during the Algerian War in directing the
struggle against the war.

But for the last three years, for a mmber of
reasons, U.N.E.F, has been in complete declina,
Thers 15 no more intermal life; today it is more
name than anything else; thera are no more mil=
itante in UN.E.,F, When UN,BE,F, organises a
demonstration, the monitors of U, N.E.F, are in
reality +the J,.C.RE, monitors. Wa are all members
of UNEF,, but that only means we have a
membarship ecard,

But if U.N.E.F. has played an important enough
role as regards the press,-this is due to the
nature of the movement, The movement is extrame-
1y heteropenscus; thera is no organisation that
has hegemony. There are political organisations
like the J.C.H., which plays a predominant rola
a8 & political orgamisation, but the totality of
the movemant is not politically organised, Given
this wery great heterogeneity, U.N.E.F. was ahbls
to play a wunifying role by calling demonstrat=

Alain Exrivine in one of the Paris demonstrations.
?




dons, etc,, but it has no following in and of
itself in the student milisu,

THE J.C.R. "SURVIVED"

MARY-ALICE WATERS: What has besn the role of the
J.C.R. itself 4in all the events of the past
months?

ALATH m In reality, we are the only
organisation that "survived®. The student masses
= during the whole crisis - underwent a profound

self-criticism, Amongst the student miliem there
Was no a orli prejudics towards ths vanguard
groups, O a prejulice towards the C.F. and

social democracy. The student masses subjected
each group %o an intense scrutinmy. During all
the gensral assesblies, as soon as someone took
the floor and said somathing they didn't like,
they whistled and stopped the spesker from comt-

imaing,

Tha Lambertists (a sectarian group which broke
from tha Fourth International) and the Maoists,
because of their sectarian positions, have
actually discredited themselves among the stud-
ents, The dynamies of the movement obviously
taught them nothing, They were undercut Jjust
1ike that. The J,.C.R, was the only organisation
to bes not only tolerated but to enjoy very real
and important support. It has a considarable
audisnce at the present momant, especially among
the students and High School kids, But it has
also made very dimportant inroads among the
workars, Many workers are Jolning us now; we
enjoy significant sympathy in certain sectors of
the working class, For us this fact is one of
most positive results of the struggla,

This sympathy 1is dua to the following fact: the
militants of +the J.C.R, did not lose themselves
in tha Sorbonne., Either working with the Action
Committees, or as J,C.R. militants, they went to
the factory gates and to the differsnt neighbour-
hoods to discuss politics, Their activitiess were
oriented towards the working class,.

T« think +hat the J.C,R, will come out of this
axparience very much reinforced, The capitalist
press does not delude itself - it frequently
speaks of +the J.0.R., mot out of sympathy, but
because it represents a gemuine pelitical current,

THE THREAT OF FASCISM

MART-ALTCE WATERS: You hear quite a bit of talk
about the threat of fasclsm as the current upsur-
ge subsides, What 1s your opinion on this?

Alain Evivine: The fascist groups wers very weak
and very imeffectual during this crisis, They
did not have more than 100 members in the Latin
Juarter, organised in squads, and under military
disoipline., Up to now, or aven now, I dom't
think there is a real fascist danger; but there
is a real danger of repression, Although a
strong state apparatus prevailed up to now, it
did not appear as such, because the working class
was not 4n motion, Now that it has entered the
struggle, the strong state will show its true
colours, It will try to employ gooms to sup-
cress strikes; already individual militants have
besn attacked, The Covernment has set up Commit=
tees for Civie Action, which are gemuine goon

squads,

The farmers and the petit-bourgeoisis were begln-
ning to follow the workers, but now, because of
the betrayal of the C.P,, they find themselves
without s leadership, without an alternative
of fered by the workers' movement. As unamployment
rises they wH1 either follow de Oaulle or under

-

extreme economic difficultiss (without really
speaking of a fascist danger) they might follow
the lsadership of the natiomalist organisations.
The bourgeoisis and petit-bourgecisie, terrified
by the revolutionary potential, marched 500,000
strong at a pro-Gaullist demonstration om the
Champs=-Elysees on May 30, Their slogans were
faseist in character, such as "Cohn-Bendit to
Dachau,® ete,

INTERRATIONAL SUFPCRT

MART=ALICE WATERS: What has been the internatio—
nal student response to the struggles here in
Franca?

ALAIN KRIVINE: Internationally, the movement
snowballed, We worked hers month after menth to
organise demonstration after demonstration in
support of the students' struggles in Oermany and
Italy., We never thought that our turn would come
so soon, The movements of solidarity in Germany,
in Ttaly, in Be as well as in Rome, whera
thousands of students marched under the slogan of
"tyo, three, many Parises," had a great impact on
us; we fesl part of a vast movement, I think
this fact will help to reinforce the revolution=-

ary vanguard,

During the strike we didn't have the time %o make
much contact internationally, but since tha
begiming of the struggles there have been numer-
ous delegations from the revolutionary student
organigations in Ttaly, Germany, Belglum amnd
England, They want to discuss with us, they want
to learn from our experiences, they want to aldus
firancially. Since the Berlin demcmstration in
February, all these student organisations have
participated din struggles in their own countries
and are putting up a fight. We will all come out
of this with a mueh richer experlenca.

The authority of the J.C.R. stems from the marmer
in which it integrated itself into ths movemsnt.
At its inception the movement had an almost
anarchiec character, sll leadership, all organis-
ational apparatus, At first, although tha JCR
had some sympathy, it was nevertheless looked
upon with suspicion - we were too organised, too
pcentralised, we had too much of a structure and
diseipline, This aspect of our organisation
shocked many pecpla,

THE NECESSITY OF ORCANISATION

We understood the movement from its inception. We
knew that it would not remain at its embryonie
stage, Little by little, through their own expe=
riences, the students understood the necassity of
a political leadership, of an organisation,
Although we integrated ourselves complately into
the movement, we played a leading role. We did
not play a sectarian role - that is to say we did
not arrive with ready-made ideas and solutions,
we did not impose owr organisation, if we did; we
would have bean thrown out,

Littla by little, as the movement progressed, we
were only one step ahead of the students instaad
of 50, amd 1ittle by 1ittle we developed our
tactics, we enlarged our conceptions of org:

tion, of the revolutionary pumctire,m
pwer. We developed these themes at a time when
the studants felt a meed for them,

This makes all the differense between us and
Daniel Cohr~Bendit, Cohn-Bendit was in actuality
the leader at the beginning He and his anarch-
istic idgas corresponded to the realitiss of the

as cecsscireni
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movemant as it was then, But now events have
by-passed 'Cohn-Bendit, unless he changes, His
politleal conceptions regarding the spontaneity
of the movement, and regarding certain Marcusian
tenets, remained the same, whersas the movement
entered a new stage. I +think that the non=
sectarian attitude of the J.C.R,, its integration
into the movement, and the vanguard rols itplayed
in subsequent events, are some of the reasons for
the great support it enjoys.

We have made mistakes, but we have understoocd the
dynamics of this mass movement, That is decisive,

control the

workers!

As yet, no natiopal +trade union official has
offered a systematic socialist eritigus of the
recant Royal Commission on Trade Unions, For
instance, Jjust as Clive Jenkins is sympathetic
gbout Jim Mortimer joining the Prices and Incomes
Board, so too he makes no fundamental criticism
of ths Royal Commission, M¥r, Jenkins' recemnt
articlas on the Commission in the NEWS OF THEWORLD
WaB a very approving ons. It is clear from their
commanta that such trade union officiala as Wood=
cack and Cousins view the Commission's Report
with, at best, narrow trads unionist conseious-
ness, There seems to be a feeling of reliaf
in the trads union astablishment that the Commis-
glon has come out against tha legal enforcementof
industrial agreements, Such feelings are mis-
placed., It is surely obvious that it has become
quite unnecessary for the Commission to advocate
guch legislation when the Prices and Incomes Act
already covers this erucial area,

UFFICIAL STRIEES

The Commission is worried about wmefficial str-
ikes, even though it has to admit that by European
gtandards the fipures are quite low in Britain,
The Commission's concern elearly reflects the
prasent precarious state of the capitalist system
- after all, it ssems that a strike by a couple
hundred women worksrs for a few days at Fords can

put the capitalist system into chaos and cause
panic among the Labour Cabinet, (The ministers
certainly do +their best to defend the right of
Fords NOT to pay 5d. an hour increase to the F12
a week women,)

It is in this lkdind of atmosphers that the Commis-
gion recommends the setting up of an Industrial
Relations Commission which would have powers to
investigate problems in an individual factory or
& whole industry and supervise the registratiom
of agreamants, In a recent article in THR TIMES,
ona of the Commission members, Mr. Eric Wigham,
made clear the Commission's underlying philosophy
= ®ye are all agreed on the basic analysis of
Britain's industrial relations troublea, We all
think that labour relations in the workshops in
many industriess are out of control and that this
is a main cause of unofficial strikes, restrictive
practices, chaotie wapge structures and unbslanced
growth of earnings,® The conclusions from all
this is obvious: the shop floor werkers, and in
particular the shop stewards, must be put more
firmly under Pofficial® control by the joimt
apparatus of +trade union helrachy, employerspre-
rogatives and where necessary, state power, (This
is yet a further development of the corporate
state, almost as obvious as the recent fraternal
gathering of the C.B,I., Hareld Wilson, the Queen
and other members of the royal family, Edward
Heath, ‘Oeorge Woodcock and Co,, which tock placs
at the London (uildhall in celebration of tha

T.U0.C.'s centenary,)

PENALISING UNOFFICIAL STRIKE LEADERS

One of the Commission's proposals is particularly
vieious, This 15 the proposal to remove from
unafficial strike leaders immunity from legal
actlon, This proposal would be made to operate
by bringing more rules about the breach of contr-
aot, (This recommendation was carried byT to 5.)
Lord Robens, a member of the Commission, went even
further by suggesting that all unofficial strikers
should lose sntitlement to pay. Among
the Commission's suggestions which aim to sweeten
the pili is one which urges all smploysrs to
recognise trade unions in their plants, (Parhaps
the workera!' struggles at Roberts Arundel for
such recognition makes the Commissionis pontifi-
cations on this point a littlas unnesessary, )

So it is the shop floor workers and especially
the militants who are the Commission's target,
Clsarly our Jjob as socialists is to defend tha
shop stewards and at the same time to extend

workers! rights by campalgning for workers! conte
rol demands,

(Royal Commission on Trade Unions and Employsrs!
Associations, 1965-68, £2 from H,M,5,0.)

Alan Rooney
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Connolly slanders answered

A letter The Newsletter didn't print

The Editor,

THEE NEWSLETTER,

186a, Clapham High Street,
london S W. 4.

Dear Comrade Editor,

The art of cheracter asoass=
inetion i a mneglected one nowadays, it has
never recovered from Khrushchov's epeech +o
the 20th Congresa of the C.P.5.0.
has done & little to keep the flame alight, but
has never risen to the heights of such adepis as

Vyshinsky or Stalin,

Mzy 18th's WEWSLETTER sees the first attempt of &
newcomer to the field, Stewart Cochan, but his
incompetence, and the wmassailability of his sub-
ject, Jemes Connolly, leads to total Tailure.

Possibly, to get the kmack, he should have
started with scmeone who, by some obvious indisce
retion or blunder, afforded a head start - for
instance the man who sccused Castro of murdering
Che QGuevara and has never retracted, In fmet I
deliberately scamned the three following issues
to see if there would be an editoris]l disassocis-—
tion, or an indication that the paper had been
indulging in some unaccustomed levity, but in
vain. Obviously, therefore, this mind-rotting
garbage must be a serious attempt to assess
Connolly'as achievementa,

Let wus patiently go through the errors in this
article, if for no other reason than the fact
that as long ago &8 1870 Marx was carefully
gtudying the Irish question and came to the conc—
Jusion that it was the key* to the revolution in
Britain, So for British marxisis a correct inte—
rpretation of Irish history is a debt we owe 1o
our own history.

Comrade Cochan correctly assesses the rottenness
of most of the Irish bourgeois nationalists, but
in suggesting that Comnolly was their prisoner
and that the Haster rising was no more than an
pdventure he iz dead wrong.

Far from tagging along with the opationsliste
it was Comnolly who was the most energetic in
pressing for the rising, William 0'Brien his
fellow veteran of the I,.T.G.W.U, records "Conngl-—
1y insisted that if the organised workers were to
pledge their support.....the Irish Volunters she—
uld be also pledged to back that policy with mil-
itary support..e” (1) and in an early  October
1915 issue of THE IRISH WOREER Connolly wrote:
"Pha Volunteers must realise....thet there is but
one effective weapon - the appeal of the Revolut-
ioniat" (1)

Because of his stand, =nd the fact that the
Citizen Army wes a force independent of bourge—
oig nationalizts, he succeeded in . holding =
gection of the Irish Volunteera to the path of
insurrection when the leaders of the majority
deserted. The military strategy of the risingand
the very successful street fighting methods were
drafied by Connolly.

Was the Baster rising "in effect an adventure"?
Lenin's characterisation of BRadek who called it,
"nothing more or less than a putech," is appropr-

jate here, "a dootrinairve who is totally incapa-
tle of envisaging & social revelution as a living
phenomenon,” (2)

As Cochan points omt, Connolly did not understand
the +theory of permament revolution, snd thought
of the Irish Hevolution as being & series of
stages, btut that be held this mistaken concept is
no reflection on him, He died, after all, 18
months before the October Bevolution in Bussiaand
was tmable to learn from the achievements of the
Bolsheviks., He did wunderstand that the most
important task of the Irish workers was to defeat
British imperialiem, and so he took action, with
no illusions about immediste succees, or even his
own chances of survival, in order to stimulate
the mnational liberation struggle. In so doing he
made a trememdous contribution to the experience
of the struggle for socialism, besides showing
the moat inspirving heroism, As Lenin said, "It is
only in premature, individual, sporadic and ther-
efore wumsuccessful revolutionary movements that
the masses gain experience, saecquire knowledge,

gather strength and get to know their real
leadera”,
However, Cochan has not neglected ome important

factor of any character assgassination sattempt -
the "Big Lie," According to thi=z myopic tungler
"When the green flag waas raised over Liberty Hall
Cﬂnﬂ-ﬂﬂ-}u“-m‘ﬂﬂ even -hﬂfﬁnd nationalism to
racisliom,"

Such a charge mede against ANY adherent of the
pocialist movement is extremely grave, and %o
make it lightly is a disservice to the movement,
To meke it agninst Comnolly, a man who foughtin
3 gpountries +to build the working class movement,
who bullt up the firat independent workers' mili-
tia, and thus contributed valuable experience to
the Hed Cuards in the HFussisn Revolution and who
laid down his 1life in armed struggle egainat
imperialism, shows such sgualid contempt for
truth that it is difficult to gresp the fact that
it i not a joke., What is the evidence? s single
gquote: "{The decisior) will, we are sure, send a
thrill through the hearts of every true Irishman
and woman, and send the red blood coursing fierce
ly along the veing of every lover of the race,”

This passage, admittedly rather purple - axXpress-—
ea Cormoliy's love of +the Irish people and his
aolidarity with their struggle egainst imperial -
jgm - emotionel &8 well es Iintellectual and
physical, It has nothing remotely in common with
the sentiments of a South Africa "Broederbond™ or
a Missisgippi policeman or British Powellite, In
fact, it is not racialism at all, as anyone cute-
jide the inverted world of the NEWSLETTER knows,

Put what is the purpose of all this distortion
and mdslinging? Is it, aa the writer claims, "to
explain his important achievements and failures
to workers in a revolutionary constructive way."?
For this soms respect for truth would be reguired
= in fact the reason is contained in a pasesage
near the end, "The Socislist labour league, the
British section of the Fourth Iﬂﬁmﬂmﬂ.zﬂiﬁ},
providea the important lessons meeded towards the
building of an Irish section,"

With due modasty the 5.L.L, steps forward to
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fulfil the tasks in which the "racialist" Connolly
failed,

It is & messure of their political ststure that
they must try %o reduce Comnolly's to make this
seem feasible even to themselves,

Cormolly was & great revolutionary, No cne can
oust him from his place in history, when the
Irish workers have done finally with capitalism
they will acknowledge that their victory was
impossible without his example, and they will
elways remember their debt to him, They will nct
owe anything to the Socialist Isbour League.

Fraternally,
Bob Purdie

(1) "Pifty Years of Liberty Hall" I.T.C.W.U.
Imblin, 1959,
(2) Lenin, "Guestions of National Policy end
Proletarian Internationalism,” Progress Publish-
era, Moacow,

A Payneful Travesty

o figure looms over the twentieth century like
Lenin, When the Churchille, de Gaulles, Kemmedies
of this world will have becoms merely shadowy
figores in history books, the thoughts of Lenin
will still be at work shaping the world of
tomorrow,

It is a real tragedy that the two men who could
have given the world a worth-while biography of
the founder of the Soviet Union, Leon Trotaky and
Isanc Deutscher, shcould both have died before
they oould complete their work. Certainly Robert
Payne's THE LIFE AND DRATH OF LENIN, first publi-
shed by W.H. Allen & Co in 1964 and now re-iassued
as a PAN Paperback (15/-) does not meet the need
for a definitive life of the leader of the Ooto=
ber Hevolution, Indeed, the ploture which Bmerges
would scarcely be recognised by those who have
studied his works and his contribution to merciet

theory.,

One of Lenin's most important : wks, "Phe State
and Bevolution," in which he tried to rescus the
marxist teaching on the nature of the state from
the soclal-democratic epigones who had distorted
it, is described by Payne as "so devoid of logie,,
a8 kind of utoplan dream,” He pours similar scorn
on "Materialism and Bmpirc—criticism," Lenin's
major contribution to marxist philosophy, and his
"Imperialism,.” Thiz should service as adequate
evidence of Fayne's lack of fundamenta]l understa~
nding of marxism, In fact he tries desperstely to
show that Lenin was not a marxist at all but one
who found his Inspiration in the 19th Cantury
revolutionary, Wechayevy.

The only real perception which Payne shows is his
ewareness that Stalin played only s marginal role
in the Bolshevik Party in the years of Lenin's
ascendancy, His LENIN is & mixture of stalinist
iconology and bourgecis demonology, He recog-
nises Tenin's immense intellegtual and morsl
superiority over Stalin but to him Lendn is the
begetter of Stalin, No wonder the critics of the
capitalist press have found nothing but Fraise for

Charles Van Gelderen

Greetings
to the RSSF

The formation of the Revolutionary Socialist
Students! Federation should be welcomed by all
socialists, It is a sign that thers exists among
British studemts the sams potentisl as was shown
by the PFrench students, The organisation can
help to fill the gap that has been made by the
virtual demise of the Labour Party Young Socisl-
ists and N.A,L.5.0, It introduces a new militant
factor inte British polities,

The debates at the founding conference - daspite
the poor organisation and lack of preparation
showed a seriousness and respect for theory in
wide circles of British students, We welcome, in
partioular, the appearance of several documents
which endeavoured to apply the concept of Student
Fower %o British conditions., The discussiong
were, of course, diffieult, after all the confer-
ence was charting new territory and no ons had
adequately worked out the many organisational and
political problems that such a meeting brought.

It is to be hoped that the preparatory committee
will learn from the founding conference and that
the envisaged November conference makes it possi-
ble to lay a firm theoretical and organisational
basis for the R.S.S.F-

A FREGRETTAFLE INCITENT _

One incident, however, mars the generally positive
picture: that of the atfitude expressed by
some of the initiators of the conference to the
foreign student representatives and Tariq 411,

What gift for the capitalist press to be ablae to
quote student spokesmen as saying they didn'twant
these leaders and that "Tardq Al represents no
ona but himself ®

We understand that statements like these (which
were approvingly quoted over Paris Radio) were
made by members of Internatiomal Socialism, This
group has been talking a lot about unity sincethe
FPowell speech: it is difficult to envisapge unity
with a group whose members behave in such amsomar
=‘even if this is not Wofficial® I.S, policy,
Surely, other more responsible membars of the
group should have made their urganisation's posi-
tion clear by disassociating themselves fromthese
sentimente, Until the 1.5, can control  its
mambers it will be associated with such sectaria-
nism,

STUDENT POWER THE KEY

Looking to the future of this organisation, we
are convinced that its suceess will be linked to
the question of its ability to put inte practice
activities which embody the concept of Student
Power in its revolutiomary ssnse, The R.5.5.F,
should not be envisaged as an organisation cater=
ing for the existing marxist wing of the student
population, It should be an organisation which
will make thousands of students who now may be
apalitical or conservative into sccialists and
revolutionaries,

We hope very much that the R.5.5.F, will be abls
to achieve this and we call upon all readers and
supporters of INTERNATIOMAL to assist in any way
possible this new arrival on the Britishpolitical
Bcana,
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Exams Examined

Tom Fawthrop's "Bducation or Heaminstion" ims
without doubt one of the most importamt studies
to come out of the contemporary radieal student
upsorge, The firet part of the booklet I1s
devoted to "an examination of examinations" and
questions gomwe of the assumptioms upon which the
syatem worka, Are examinations reliable in
relation to their aime? are they objective? and
linked to these gquestions - are they relevant?
These are all answered by an impressive battery
of arguments which expose exsminations =a a
gigantic fraud, Take, for instance, these quot—
ations which Fawthrop has managed to find: "It
isn't a matier of knowing all sbout your subject,
it's a matter of kmowing all sbout examinations."
(Dennis ¥, Jackson, Educstiomalist) or, "All the
experimental data has shown that for a particular
performance expressed in terms of an examination
soript assessment by different examiners

marks with considerable wvariety such that in the
determination of these marks the part played by
the examiner can be greater than that of the
examinea™, What ocan be more damming statements
than these?

Wot only are examinations unreliable within their
own .terma of reference - they alao have posit—
ively harmful effects both academic and non—
acadsmic, Among the academic effects cited are
the limitations imposed upon the syllabi and the
necegaity to cram; among the nop—-academic are the
guffering ani misery of failure and the problems
of mental illness = "the final witneas for the
prosecution”,

AN ALTERNATIVE SYSTEM

Having established the case against examinations
Fawthrop goea on to suggest alternatives, and
this section of hia booklet is for socialists the
most execiting and stimilating, Not only must
examinations be abolished, btut students omust
abolish the power satructure from which they
originate, Thua +the student can becoms an
"active participant within an intellectual com-—
mnity" instead of & "passive consumer of the
knowledge factory", Along with new rights and
power atudents must take corresponding obligat-
ione and responeibilities and possibly in the
last resort esanctions may be evolved to prevent
their svesion, BEducation camnnot stand apart from
gociety; it has %o take sides, The suthoritarian
nature of education mnow is to ahape, mould and
manipulate sastudents from the primary school
through +o the wuniversity to fit into place in
capitalist society. Instead of obediance +to
anthority, education should stimulate oritical
awareness, -geared to human values, "I am arguing
for revolutionary educstion which takes the aide
of the 'masses', This is the whole point of
humanmietie education," Fawthrop -is, of course,
aware that-real student power cannot be achieved
without = new sccisty and sees the necesaity for
united aotion within the working class, In this
context Student Power is closely related to the
demand for Workers' Control.

FOR YOUR BOOKSHELF

‘there seems to be pome doubt as to the feasibil-

Readers may remewber how & few weeks ago Tom
Pawthrop tore up the papers of his final degree
examimnations, He argues that action by students
should imnclude whatever sanctions are at their
— the final ganction being &8 boyoott of
examinations themselves - and wurges support for
the BRadiecal Student Alliance, Students should
not be afraid to lose their respectability - they
will not succeed if they attempt to keep it,
ne point of oriticism arises, In the study
ity of dropping examinations entirely in the
naturasl sociemce subjects, There is 4 gap here
which muat be followed up. To abolish exems in
the arts and social sciences but not in the
natural sciences would sgct as a strong disin=
eantive %o the study of the natural sciences,
But with this, and a degree of repetition dis-
counted, "Educsation or Examinations" is a
definite must for &ll atudents,

Brian Davey

Labour's
Left Luggage

Hortheote Parkinson ie alightly less right-wing
and decidedly less funny than Peter Simple. What
he has attempted to do in this book® is to
¢ritically follow the progresa of the Lebour
Party from Keir Hardie to Wilson.

’ ' - ) d _._:--—__1
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Hisz thesis iz that by the 19508 Labourism had run
out of steam and ideas, He makes a mmber of |
telling peints tut none more devastating than to
tell straight how Crosland, in his "Pature of |
British BSccislism", tried to consiruct en ersatz |
ideclogy for Iabourdism, Croaland assembled a
programe of +{welve aoccialdet points and then
sadly dropped all but two - welfare and the
degire for squality — which might be electorally
useful. Workers' Control and Claunse Four went
early on in this particular balloon debate.

1
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The bock is et its funniest when Harold is
quoted, "We are not a flag-waving party, but we
are 8 deeply patriotic party."” Parkinson
comments, "This is true: and often, onemipght
add, appallingly trus."

The High Tory Parkinson sees no role left for
Labourism, They have nothing left to say on the
great issues of the day, "....the founders of
British Socialism ended, many of them, as Comm-
unists, To stop short of this, in the atyle of
British Scoialista, talking of democratic equal-
ity but dreaming of the plan which iz to save the
world, is merely futile, Without Marxisa as its
logical sequel, socialism is nothing,"”

Julian Atkinson

# "Loft Luggage" by C, Northoote Parkinson,
published by John Murray at 25/-
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" CUBA-THE ACID TEST

George Cunvin

kfter the Octobesr Revolution in Russia, most
mafxists anticipated +that succesaive socialist
Tevolutions would follow more or less the same
Path, sovists would come into being which would
be the instruments for taking over power and
establishing workers! powerjy leadership would
come from well-organised vanguard parties, Tt was
#lgo confidently expected that the technically
aivanced countriss of Western Europe would be the
first te¢ follow the Russian example. Lenin,
Irotsky, Zinoviev and other outstanding lsaders
of the Communist Imternatiomal in the sarly 20's
were, however, not unaware that historieal devel=
opment. does not always take the desirable course,
Bacause of uneven development, not only betsween
gountries but aleo within specific countries, a
fevolutionary situation could ripen befors a van-
puard party reached the necessary maturity to
lsad it, The THESES ON TACTICS adopted by the
Fourth Congress of the Cominterm in 1922 provided
for such eoventualitiss, It emphasised that a'
goalition of working clasa partiss could form
Mrorkers! poverrments® (or Wworkers! and peasants!
governments® ) which would not be the same thing as

— the "dictatorship of +the prolstariat" but could
ander given conditions be pushed in that direct-
ion,

Dopmetic marxists, amdous 1o maintain their
yirginal purity, even if objective conditions
demand new solutions, have stuck to the formula
"o vanguard party, no soviets no worksrs!
state.” These people, of whom the Socialist
Labour League 1is an outstanding exampla have,
therefore, obstinately stuck to the position that
fubsy is a capitalist country ruled by a petit
Bourgeois cligque in the interestes of Wall St.

WALL STREET CAPITALISTS KNOW BETTER

The Wall Street imperislista, of course, have
taken a more realistic view of the situation and
have drawn a "cordon sanitaire" round Cuba to
prevent this "petit-bourgeois" contagion from
‘gpreading to their wassal states in 7 tindmerica,

The HNational Education Department of the Social=
ist Workers Party of the United States has done
marxists an outstanding service by publishing the
‘record - of the controversy on the Cuban qusatlion
‘in which marxiste have been enpgaged sincs 1950%
Tt contains the DRAFT THESES ONM THE CUBAN REVOL~
UTION adopted in December, 1960, by the Political
‘Committee of the SWP, which traces, step by stsp
‘the developments in Cuba: from the time Castro
‘game to powsr in Jamary, 1959, showing how the
hostility of American imperislism and the proper-
“$ied classes in Cuba to the July 26th Movement
forced the Castro Govermment to turn to theleft,
From the autumn of 1959 Cuba could be said to be
ruled by a workers' and farmers' govermment as
* foreseen in the Comintern's THESES.ON TACTICS.

™

- American dimperialism declared economic war on
fuba and undar the impact of this pressure the
Castro Covernment was compelled to Tesort to
dncreasingly radical measures, These dincluded

. the establishment of a monopoly of foreign trade,

i@lﬁmliﬂntd.nn of the latifunda, expropriation

property relations in Cuba began more and mors to
resemble those sstablished by the October Revolue
tlon. Cuba becams the outpost of the sccialist
world in +the Western Hemisphers, The old state
structure was smashed and the new state structure
is 80 committed to a planned economy that only
bloody counter-revolutionary invasion could rest=
ore capitalist property relstions. The Cuban
ecomomy was tied to that of the Soviet bloe,

NO SOVIETS IET

The THESES underlines the fact that organs of
dsmocratic workers' form of power (soviets) have
not yet been established in Cuba. In this sense
Cuba can be described as a deformed workers!
state just as the Sovist Union, where the sovista
were destroyed by the stalinist bureaucracy is
correctly desigmated by marxists as a degensrate_
workers!' gstate, But the absence of thess norms
of workera' democracy in no way imvalidates the
fact that both Cube and the Soviet Union are
workers! siates which must be unconditionally
defended by soclalists against attacks from
imperialism,

There is abundant evidence that the Cuban leader-
ship is painfully seeking to evercomes this lack
of workers! democracy. They are eonstantly
discussing ways and means of preventing the cons=
solidation of & bureaucracy and to absarbh the
necessary lessons from the experiences of the
Soviet bloc, China and Yugeslavia, Above all,
they have recognised the international charactar
of their reyolution and have oot hesitated to
place their own gains at risk in order to extend
the revolution to the whole w. Latin Ameries,
Their unconditional solidarity with the fighting
people of Vietnam is also proof of their working
¢lass internationalism,

Cuba is today the acid test for all who call
themsslves marxists, just as the October Revolu-
tion wae in 1917, This publication, with ita
valuable appendiess which include extracts from
tha debates on the THESES AND TACTICS at the
Frurth Congress of the Comintern, will help to
clear away the cobwebs which clutter the minds of
those who attasch more value to the traditional
forms of the revoluotion than to the real revolut-
inn which is taking placa today,

# THE NATURE OF THE CUBAN REVOLUTION, obtainsble
from Pioneer Book Service, 8, Toynbee Street,
London E,1.; 7/64 plus 10d postaga,

Available Again!
CHE SPEAKS
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NATIONALISM & SOCIALISM IN SCOTLAND

Now that the tumlt following the S.N,.P.'smammoth
gains in the Scottish elections has subsided, it
is appropriate for socialists to take a cool lock
at the new political situation in Scotland.

The swing to the 5.N.P. was massive, yet one or
two signs seam to indicate that it was mainly a
protest against the Government - the fact that it
was Labour which suffered overwhelmingly, and the
failure of th=s S.N.P. to make headway in former
strongholds, e.g., OStirling, West Lothian and
Hamilton,

This is the first lesson, that so long as the
Wilson Govermment keeps up lts anti-working class
policies, and no desp-rooted alternative on the
laft appears, the S,N.P, will make the ruming in
Scotland. The unprincipled way 3in which the
right=wing in the Labour Party foupght thecampalgn
is also worth noting: with no policiss which they
could defend, they concentrated upon name-calling
anmi purile "axposures", such a8 the fact that
5.8, P. members of l2-years—of=age could vote in
branches. They also indulped in the "battle of
gtatistics" (since Scotland's economic statistics
are not available separate from U.K, ones, by
judicious arithmatical acrobaties,  literally
anything can be proved from them). confirming
Mark Twain's dictum: "There are lies, dammed liss
and statisties.®

SEFPARATIOM NOT NEW

But is SUPPORT for separatism the main basis of
the S.N.P.'s gains? It 1is difficult to say how
widsspread such feeling is, although it has undo-
ubtedly grown considerabily, It is not, however

a new factor in Scottish polities. In fact, unt:’ni
the mid-thirties, it was a central plank in every
popular, radical and working class movement; from
tha "inited Scotsmen" of 1757y through the Chart=-
ists. 0 the I.L.P. The surge forward of the
8.N.,P, echoes the CGenaral Election of 1922, when
Scotland returned sixteen I.L.P, M.P.s, ten of
them from (asgow. These historieal precedents
can be related to tha parochialism which has
always been a feature of Scotland's political and
cultural life.

An exception +to this parochialism, however, was

John Mclean, the great Clydeside revolutionary,
whom Lenin made the first Soviet consul in Brite
ain, Molean raised the slogan of a "Scottish
Workers Republic®, echoing his friend and contem-
porary in Ireland, James Comnolly,

Howsver, the B5.N.P, bears no comparison te even
the wvaguely laft I.L.P., Its recent conference
makes its nature, as a hotch-potch of middle-class
demagogues and disorienied workers, more clear,

The conference was openad by the party's veteran
chairman, Arthur Donaldson, with a call to the
party to act "responsibly" (a familiar word to
Labour Party members!), and the conferenca went
on to pass a Tesclution committing the first
Scottish Oovernment +to accept a ®fair share" of
U.K.'s debts, Other notable resclutions passed
called for ths removal of Polaris, and forsign
military bases, and equal pay for women in an
indspendent Scotland,

TWO VAGUE TENDENCIES

What emerged from the confersnse was the identif-
ication of two major, if extremely vagus, tendsn-
cles in the party, One, a right-wing middle-class

¥. J. B. & Co., Nottm. (T.0.)

grouping led by the veterans of the Wold days",
Donaldson and William Wolf; the other, of a laft
tinge, containing people who are relatively new
%o the party, and having a background in the
working class movement, imvolving such figures as
Wirnie Ewing, and Isobsl Lindsay, who was one of
the new Glasgow councillors, who was prominent in
the Young Sccialists in the early sixties. Thay
are held together by thelr extreme vagueness, and
the sheer momsntum the party has gained,

HOT FASCIST

They are quite clearly distinguished from fascist
national which in a period of capitslist
crisis bases itself on an inverted return to the
early days of the formation of the "nation state?
and seeks to solve +the problems of the ruling
class by a grotesque reflaction of the achieve=
mgnts of Napoleon, Caribaldl and Bismarck, 1.e,
the extension and consolidation of the territory
of the capitalist stata,

To date the left has, in the main, ignored the
whole dssue, and although the C.P, has made an
opportunist reflex and is now assuring everyone
that it has Malways" campaigned for a Scottish
Parliament, and the tiny Macist group, the Workasrs
Party of Scotland, is raising once more MclLean's
slogan of a "Scottish Workere Republie®, the main
response has been to regard any separatist demand
as a diversion. The more marxist-inclined elem-
ents point out that sceialista' support for
national movements is only appropriate to nations
which are the vietims of imperialist domination,
Scotland not being into this category the S.N,P,
is labelled "fascist."

This lsbel might be appropriate were the 35.¥.P.
actually a nationalist movemsant in the marxiet
sense, its roots are in the contradictory histore
ical Tormation of capitalism in Scotland, which
became fully developed as part of BRITISH imper=
ialism, Scotland's ruling elass is indistinguishe-
able from England's, But the traditional carriers
of culture in a nation, the middle class, never
becama absorbed to the same extent, and maintained
a distinet Scottish culture and consclousness
which 1t transmittad to the working class.Similar
mnﬂastﬁti{.um are in evidance in GQuesbec and
Wallonia (the French-speaking part of Belplium
Thesa tendencles, which are most aucurat&i-;g dnm]::
ribed as "separatist® are the resmilt of the decay
of capitalism and the absence of a strong revolu-
ionary proletarian leadership,

A1l sections of society ara plunged -intoconfusion
and some middle class elements see theirsalvation
in breaking away from the imperialist state,which
in good times they had heartily defended.

Oiven the petit-bourgeois utopilan mature of thepe
separatist movements, and their opposition to the
capitalist state,which can often ba guite radidal
(though not in the E,N,P.'s case), and the wide-
spread supperd they gain from the workers, thers
is nothing, in principle, wrong with socialiste
supporting the right of separation, provided this
is done in the form of transitional demands,which
make no concessions to backward prejudices and
which aim to detach the workera from the
middle-class elaments,

There has mnot yet besn a deep-go discussion
and examination on the left !I.nscizgum, which
could work out the relevance to the Scottish wor=
kars of separatist demands., It is to be hopad
that this article will help to stimlate such a

discussion,
Bob Pw'dilsﬁ




