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oy As we go to press, we are informed over the telephione
; by the Classification Section of the New Yoik Post Office

that it lms just received a telegram from Washington in-
to release last week’s issue of LABOR ACTION

ke ' for mailing. A lebter officially notifying us of this is said to

* At the same time, however, the Post Ofﬁee repeated that

- it was still under instruction from Washington to hold up the

" mailing of each issue of LABOR ACTION until ¢ copy has

| been submitted to the authorities in Washington and passed
upon by them. The unofficial censorship thus continues,

Yost - Office Launches Attack on Labor

LABOR ACTION

ction’s Righis!
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A RARER W THE INTIRESTS OF LABOR

g

ONE GENT

Wke entire mailing of fost

‘week’s issue of LABOR AC-

RION is being held by the Post

'Office until farther notice, ac~

el sording to notification given

2 6ur office by the local postal

: " muthorities last Seturdey, De-
' mhr ™. -

'ﬂu officiol notice gave no
mnon for the withholding of
el the issue, which has been en-
. ‘tered with the Post Office as
Bl . second class mailing matter for

almost * three years. - Telephone fn-

quiry from the classification section

of the New York Post Office elicited

the information that the decision fo

withhold the issuc from the mails

had been made in Washington, that
the local office had been so instrmet-
. ' ged, and thai final decision as io the
52 mallability of the issue depended
-upon inspection of a copy by the of-
fice of the Department in Washing-
‘tony

o 7 wwere further informed orally that
the same procedure would apply fo
all. subsequent issues of the paper
until further notice.

The action of the Post Office, based
o upon arbitrary authority which it
ﬂ _-has arrogated to itself in the past,
iullows right on the heels of the
wx_thholdmg from the mails and even
the destructipn of several issues of
e Militant* and . one issue of the
monthly tagazine, Fourth Interna-

i #ional. Recently, issues of The Mili-

[ tant that were at first withheld from

[

!

.

-mailing were finally released through
yegular. second. class mail by the
Washington authorities after a delay
of a week or longer.

Immed.la.tely upon notification from
the” local post office, the publishers
of. LABOR: ACTION :appealed -for
aid to Roger N. Baldwin of the Am-
erican Civil Liberties Union, and to
Morris Milgrim, of the Workers De-
fense League. Both of them prompt-
Iy pledged their full support in an
effort to have LABOR ACTION re-
feased for mailing, and to see to it
that the paper is freed from any hur-
fher! harassment and persecution,

. "In addition, Max Shachtman, of
Labor - Action Publishing Co., ad-
dressed identical letters to Mr. Vin-
cent Miles, Solicitor of the Post Of-
fice  Department in Washington, and
Mr. L. M. €. Bmith, of the Special
‘War Policies Unit of the Department
of Justice.

‘The letter to Mr. Miles follows:

v;ncmt Miles, Solicitor
Oﬂbe b‘eﬂamneﬁt
rashington, D. C
b;ar m- Miles:

On December 19th, we received

~ notifieation .from Mr. Aibert Gold-
. man, Postmaster, per D. Wisset,
" Elerk of the General Post Office in
S -‘Nev ‘York, that 33 sacks containing
iz .;' - the mailing of our paper, LABOR
' ACTION, dated December 21, 1942,
have Jbeen detained at the post office.
Upon inquiry we were informed by
‘the classification section that it had
b!een directed by the Post Office De-
paridxent in Washington to hold up
-the mailing of LABOR ACTION un-
B ‘the Washington office could in-
spact @ copy of the paper for the
‘purpoge of deeiding upon its mail-
im;y at the second class rate which

(Conﬂm:ed on page 2)
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3 Lorw ISLAND CITY, Dec. 22—The
i membershlp of Brewster Local 365,
*HﬁW.i this week instituted, by vol-

dmrm ‘to what you are paid for.”
ﬁlﬂ& béen told by the company to
take their: grievances “to Washing-
. ton] [ Brewster workers, instead, ook
"them'INTO THE SHOP and demon-
ngxlml ‘their strergth by doing only
ﬂle ~work they are paid for.
" - Thus, Brewster workers continued
¢in the spirit- of their recently
ﬁghﬁnz ‘program, which is
elsewhere in this issue.
Wo weéks ago Brewster furnished
Iéi&zrﬂhm to..the organized Iabor
- moyement; by joining the Flint local
in 3 demand for a special convention
thW' to fescmd the no-strike

LABOR ACTION representatives -

phrontirni it St e ot

RECORD OF LAST CONGRESS
PROVES LABOR PARTY NEED!

e

An Ovutfrageous
Abuse of Power

AN EDITORIAL

The decision to withhold the mailing of LABOR ACTION
pending approval by the Post Office authorities in Washington is
an outrageous abuse of power, an assault upon the right of ftee
press, an attempt to hound and harry a working class critic of the
government. '

The Post Office Department is the only section of the gov-
ernment, so far as we know, that takes upon itself the author-
ity to indict someone (in this case, a newspaper—without
presenting charges; to prosecute the defendant—without
permitting him to defend himself; to sit in judgment—with-
out the defendant even being present at his “trial’’; to act
as a combination of ‘prosecutor, judge, jury and policeman!

The Post Office simply notified LABOR ACTION that it was

‘being held up, but to this date it has given no reason for its deci-

sion. We are informed that this will be done with every issue of
LABOR ACTION, but again, without being given the reason. It
can decide to destroy the issue entirely. Or it can generously de-
cide to release an issue for mailing—but one week, or two weeks,
or four weeks later, when much of the value of the publication has
been lost and tremendous inconvenience ‘and loss caused the pub-
lisher and the reader.

~

b

Progms of the ‘Four Freedoms’!

That is Thow it hds been acting with issue after issue of 1he
Militant. Does it propose to start the same thing with LABOR
ACTION? Does it hope thereby to harass these papers to death?

We have not the slightest illusions about the real reason be-
hind this kind of persecution.

We know the true value of all the fine talk about the “Four
Freedoms . one of which is solemnly described as “‘freedom of
the press.”

Ifiwe are being hounded now, ﬁ is precisely because we have
been exercising our right to the freedom of the press.

If the reactionaries are out to gag us, as the fighting labor
press was gagged in the First World War, it is because we
are and have always been the sworn enemies of all reaction,
in all countries, be it Hitlerite, or Stalinist, or even when it
wears a “democratic’’ mask.

If the reactionaries are out to gag us, it is besause LABOR
ACTION has refused to join the chauvinistic mob crying: “it’s a
war for democracy,” it is beeause we have persistently told the
truth about the war.

If the reactionaries are out to gag us, it is because
LABOR ACTION has refused to compromise in its defense of
labor and labor’s interests; it is because we have put the ‘in-
terests of labor and the labor unions first, last and always.

If the reactionaries are out to gag us, it is because LABOR
ACTION has fought, openly and proudly, against the campaign
to degrade the standard of living of the workers, to deprive them
of their democratic rights, to force labor to make all the sqcri-
fices and carry all the burdens of the war, while capital wallows
in the biggest profits in its history.

If the reactionaries are out to gag us, it is because LABOR
ACGTION has fought Jim Crow in all its. forms—that infamous
system of racial discrimination and suppression that belies all the
highpowered windjamming about "democracy

If the reactionaries are out to gag us, it is because LABOR
ACTION stands for the rule of labor, for labor’s freedom, for
a labor government, for a socialist society in which the mon~

(Continued on page 3} il

Brewstor Shop Action Hits

‘‘untary. action, a campaign to-“work.

through the Brewster shops on Mon-
day and Tuesday of this week, was
voluntarily érganized by the work-
ers and stewards as their answer to
company and WLB stalling on classi-
fications. As readers of LABOR AC-

TION ate aware, thé ptinéipal griev-
ance of the "Brewster -workers - has

been the classification system under
which men work at fasks requiring
greater skill than is called for by
their classification. In gemneral, the
men are being paid according fo the

company clagsification of -October,

1941—fourieen ‘months ago.
The company -and the WLB have

stalled on the union’s demand for a

cortection of ‘the classification sys-

tem. The'company simply -used the - -

dodge becoming increasingly com-'
mon. Whsen ﬂn mm -eotmmit-

Company and WLB Stalling

tee demanded action, the cempany
answered: “Take it to W‘ﬁiington."
It finally reached the point wherg
the Brewster workers decided to put
on a “demonstration of strength.”
"And their actign has ewdenﬂy been
‘backed by " the u.mcn

With sthe- men ﬂoing only that .
work for which they are paid mn- -
. der their classification, and ‘with
almost 80 per cent of the plant’s
workers falling into the underpaid
. category, the company recelved a
real jolt. And those men who
were not- sltog'ether aware of how
much they were being cheated re-
alized its extent when they aetu-
_ ally began to perform only the op-
erations called for by their classi.
* Heations. e

L

Old Congress'

Bad Enough--

New Congress
Will Be Worse

By VICTOR SEGUNDO

When Franklin D. Roosevelt
was elected President for the
first time, back in 1932, it was
as a result of a revulsion on the
part of the people against their
living conditions that at times
reached almost revolutionary
proportions. It was a feeling
that in the union field built the
ClO in record time. But in the
political field it was siphoned
off into the New Deal, made up
of nine parts "My Friends” and
one small part actual conces-
sions.

But, as we pointed out at the
time to the leftists who were
climbing en the FDR bandwag-
on, the worst part of support-
ing a liberal capitalist party
was not the smallness of the
concessions. Gains, however
small, are worth fightihg for
if they are real. But by back-
ing Roosevelt in his New Qeal
days, liberals and “socialists’’
made -it’ impossible to build a
really Independent Labor Party
from the genuine mass pro-
test. The function of the New

(Continued on page 4)

Leon Henderson's “resignation” as
head of the OPA means that prices
are going higher—AND WILL GET
THERE FASTER.

For Henderson’s resignation signi-
fies that he has been beheaded by the
“farm bloc” as part of a deal made
by FDR with that bunch of farm
bosses.

Newpaper men report from Wash-
ington that among the terms of the
deal is one permitting “MODERATE
INCREASES IN CEILING PRICES
ON FARM PRODUCTS.” That indi-
cates which way the wind is blow-
ing. Moderation is a word not very
popular with profit-grabbers.

Under Henderson's - OPA, farm
prices have been allowed to go up
—without a special deal, but with
disastrous resulis to the consumer.
It is no joke when spinach sells for
15 to 19 cents a pound—carrots for
12 to 15 cents a bunch—lettuce for
17 to 19 cents a head.

The wholesale prices of whe,a(.
a.tlﬂ rye are climbing. Any day the
prices we pay for bread wil] re-
fleet this jump. Eggs and butier
are priced way beyond the reach
of many a working class family.

One of Henderson's latest accom-
plishments was to allow an ingrease
in the wholesale prices of meats, as
if present prices are not bad enough.
The new prices will soon be passed

on to the .constumers.of mest~whese -
- nymber . among - the- working class s
;- -daily -diminishing.

Every time we open -a newspaper,
another’ ceiling '« lifting -operation
stares' us in the face. When we go
to the store, what we read in the
newspaper HAS AGAIN DE-
CREASED THE PURCHASING
POWER OF OUR DOLLAR.

. On Deceppber 14 the OPA an-

nounced that. it allowed ‘increases in:

the prices of, seventeen .items of food,

including canned apples, apple sauce,

maple sugar and syrup, egg moﬁes,
crackers, and honey.

:_mﬂommm

son—withoul any special deal with
the farm bloe. CAN YOU IMAGINE
WHAT WILL HAPPEN AS A RE-
SULT OF FDR'S DEAL! )

With the farm bloc exerting its in-
fluence on Congress and with ex-
Senator Prentiss M. Brown as new
head of OPA, prices will sprout big-
ger and better wings.

It can also be expected that this
government shift toward loosening
up further the already loose enough
price controls of the OPA will en-
courage the chiselers of every
stripe. The pasters of phony la-
bels on the same merchandise, the
fakers passing off shoddy goods at
the ceiling prices of better goods,

Food Squeeze
Grows--1943
Te Be Worse

Grocery store shelves are full of
wilie open spaces.

-Meat products are so scarce that
butcher shops and meat counters in

chain stores are nlosing; in the tmd- .

dle of the day. .. i oo.iw

- Butter Jia¢' gaus” with “the “wina—
cand 'retailers are reaping a harvest

of extra pennies on ¥%-lb. sales to
customers tog grateful for the bit of

butter to bicker about the gypping..

Bacon, lard,. vegatahle fats are all
hard to- get.

Fish is becoming almost prohibi-
tive .in price. Fish dealers inform
complaining ‘customers ‘that it's all
on account of the developing short-
age. Not that Father Neptune isless
prolific. The fishing areag have. 'beem
resiricted and fewer fishing boats are

By Susan Green

For Price Control and Rationing |
By Worker - Farmer Committees

all of them will consider that the

government is giving them a field

day.

Too long have the profileers and
politicians been allowed t{o play
around with the wherewithal of life.
Price control is a matter of life—yes,
and of death—to the masses.

Committees of workers ai the

points of production of civilian
goods, committees of working farm-

ers whose toil brings forth tlm

fruit of the earth, and commitfees
of housewives at the poinis of cone '
sumption must take over the probe
lem of price conirol and create the
machinery for such conirol.
Otherwise the politicians will con-
tinue to make their concessions and
deals with the profiteers—while men,
women and children are deprived of
food and clothing by run-away prices.

paper, on December 23:
y A o

Here’s a Real
Union Program!

We reprint below the SEVEN-POINT PROGRAM OF BREWSTER
LOCAL NO. 365, UAW-CIOQ, as it appeared in Aero-Notes, the local's

RESTORE COLLECHIVE BARGAINING—We're tired of being pushed
around and tied up in endless red tape with arbitration boards and
the like. We want action and results on our grievances.

HOLD A SPECIAL CONVENTION OF THE UAW IMMEDIATELY—

'l c =:j.

An about-face must be made immediately by the international. Only
a special convention can do the trick of restoring collective bargain-
ing on a national scale. ’ ) )

WITHDRAW THE NO-STRIKE PLEDGE—When a man goes into a
fight, he doesn’t start by tying both his hands behind his back. Big ,
business is out to beat us... Untle our hands. - - .

ORGANIZE 'I‘HE UNORGANIZED NOW—There -are millions of peo-
ple waiting to be organized. Many of them:are in small part shops,
which in their expansion can absorb our members- into consumer
industries after the war. Get a closed shop in the entire aircraft and |
automobile industries now. . il-

BUILD THE LOCAL UNION TREASURY by making monthly contri-
butions . of fifty cents per member, We need immediate funds to
carry out this program in order to build our union so that we ecan
survive the post-war period. q:

WIN THE PEACE—AFTER THE WAR—NOW-—Labor must maintain '
its rights in order to win the peace. The peace can only be won by

; strong unions with a willing, enthusiastic membership. .

BRING BAC‘K THE - OLD: MILITANT SPIRIT OF THE UAW-It was

wz of.r’l?’m *an"a General Motors that:built the UAW, Keep it

R S ST
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QUISLING WIELDS WH!II’ OVER LABOR

To tighten earlier orders freezing

- Norwegian workers to their jobs in

German war production, Quisling has
now issued a decree completing the
slavery under the year-old order to
“work or starve.” According to the
new decree, workers must hand over

" to employers their “working cards”

as well as their ration cards. In re-
turn, they receive from their em-
ployer every week a special ration
card good only for the current week's
purchases. If a worker leaves his job
in an “illegal way" he loses both his
working card, without which it is
impossible 1o obtain employment,
and his permanent rationing card.
In other words, he is left to starve.

The new decree is regarded as a
device to combat the effectiveness
ef the workers' campaign of ob-

struction which is expressed in the
slogan “work slowly and badly.”
That is how a working class which
has been temporarily defeated is
treated by the victorious imperial-
ists. But it bears mentioning ‘that
Britain has employed substantially
the same methods in its colonies.
And it bears further mentioning that
“It Can Happen Here.” The Paul
MecNiutts in this country may be
much impressed by that kind of
treatment of labor. That is why la-
bor has to be on the lookout for
such moves in this country too. Let
nobody think “# can't happen here,”
because it WILL happen.here ‘i¢ la-
bor 'does not fight militantly for its
rights, American workers can learn
quite a bit from the experience, of
their European brothers.

DARLAN LIES ON LABOR SITUATION IN NORTH AFRICA

“There is little industrial develop-
ment in North Africa and Vichy laws
prejudicial to labor unions had little
or no applicability,” says Darlan, the
“democratic” - fascist gauleiter of
North Africa.

Darlan lies. Labor unions were
extremely influential in North Af-
rica. There were unions of white
French workers as well as unions
of Arab workers. The labor move-
ment in the bigger industrial towns
had grown tremendously since
19035. In 1936 there was a big
strike wave in the North African
eolonies as well as in the French
homeland, While it is true that
French imperialism tried to check
indusirial development in Nerth
Africa, there were nevertheless

quite a- number nf industries (es-
pec:}]!y since, after the Armistice
with Hitler, many factories were
transferred to North Africa.)

The lies of Darlan are exposed if
one just compares this statement
with others in which it was claimed
that the Nazis took great quantities

‘of industrial products and minerals

out of Nerth Africa. Who did dig 'the
coal and iron ore? Who worked in
the phosphate mines—if not French
and Arab workers?

Why haven't American labor lead-
ers said something about the con-
tinued suppression of unions in
North Africa, A funny kind of “lib-
eration” it is which does not even
permit labor unions, not to speak of
political organizations, to function in
North Africa.

ON THIS AND THAT IN OCCUPIED EUROPE

Radio Oslo reporis the arrest of 75
young people who had planned to
hold a dance at Suaherad. Despite
the Quisling law which prohibits
dancing in Norway, they had con-
structed a dance floor and engaged a
fiddler. In the total state even danc-
Ing is subversive, since it distracts
people from their daily routine work
and gives them some relaxation. The
time spent in dancing is better em-
ployed in turning out munitions.

Even the blind must slave for the
Nazis. Owing to a shortage of labor
in the Czech “protectorate,” the Na-
zis have decreed that from now on
the blind can be employed in cer-
tain pharmaceutical and metallur-
gical factories.

About forty illegal papers are now
being published in Prague, according

to the Swedish daily, Aftonbladet, in
spite of the 'dwindling stock of paper.

Slave workers of ten different na-
tionalities are now working in Nor-
way, acording to the Swiss paper,
Neue Zuericher Zeitung. Most Eu-
ropean peoples, from Russians to
Danes, are represented. Only Yugo-
slavs are no longer working there.
An epidemic of typhus has nearly
wiped out the 800 of them who had
been working on roads. &

“We want the Sudeten' Germans,”

.says Dr. Ripka, high official of the

Czech goswernment-in-exile, his theo-
ry being that the Sudeten Germans
have been as “wicked” as the other
Germans and therefore should have
no right to self-determination after
the war. The Atlantic Charter is on
the march!

Post Office Dep’t
Holds Labor Action

(Continued from page 1)

LABOR ACTION has enjoyed since
it was first published.

We request that you inform us of
the reason for this directive to the
MNew York Post Office to hold up the
mailing of LABOR ACTION. So far

as we are aware nothing in the con-

tents of LABOR ACTION, past or
current issues, can ‘be construed as
constituting a violation of any law
or, specifically, of the terms of its
entry as second class mailing mat-
ter. If in the opinion of your depart-

" “ment the contrary is the case, we

should like to be informed immedi-
ately and in specific details.

Permit me to call to your atten-

tion the fact that the editorial policy
of LABOR ACTION and in general

. the views expressed on its pages are
* the same today that they have been
- since the publication of the first is-

sue almost three years ago. You
will therefore understand why we
are at a loss as to why this particu-
lar issue of the paper has been held
up for mailing, with the consequent
inconvenience both te publisher and
reader. :

I am sending an identical letter to
Mr. L. M. C. Smith, of the Special
War Policies Unit of the Department
of Justice. At the same time, I am
sending record copies of these let-

ters to Mr. Roger N. Baldwin, of the
American Civil Liberties Union, and
Mr. Morris Milgrim, of the Workers
Defense League, both of whom have
kindly agreed to, intercede in our
behalf.

I expect to hear from you at your

early convenience.
Yours very truly,
MAX SHACHTMAN.
Publisher, LABOR ACTION.

" December 21, 1942,

Readers and subscribers of LABOR

ACTION have been -asked to’ stand -

by in readiness for all aid that may
be necessér}r to fight this new attack
upon the labor press and the rlght
of free speech.

o e gk o Rk & )

- Sensational

... revelations of Anaconda
Copper's double - dealing,
grafting and cheating on
government contracts for
wire will be discussed in next
week's LABOR ACTION,
along with an account of An-
aconda’s financial rie?_ups
and anti-leber record.
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~FEPC to the WMC,

“for this committee,

.« ‘appear.
- slashed to 50 per cent of the present -

FEPC Accomphshes Little

. By HARRY ALLEN

In June, 1941, under the threat of
a mass march on Washington by the

Negroes, President Roosevelt set up

the Fair Employment Practices Com-
mittee (FEPC). Great hopes were
placed in it by Negro organizations
who saw in its establishment evi-
dence of the Roosevelt Administra-
tion’s good faith in seeking to break
down Jim Crow. At the beginning,
the FEPC carried through some in-
vestigations and publicized the prob-
lem to some extent; it exposed some
of the many firms that ﬂagranﬂy
practice Jim Crow.

On July 30, 1942, President Roose-
velt, despite protests from Negro
and labor bodies, transferred and
subordinatéd ‘the FEPC to the War
Manpower Commission. The excuse
he gavs, that the WMC i offered
greater administrative possibilities
for suggesting the hiring of Negroes,
could not disguisesfor one moment
the fact that his action was a slap
in the face of the Negroes. *

When Roosevelt transferred the
it became de-
pendent- on Congress for funds to
carry out its work. The FEPC com-
plains it has neither funds nor ade-
quate personnel to pursue its work.
The budget provides but small funds
The huge blog
of reactionary Southern congress-
men—bitterly hostile to the Negro,
and determined to prévent, in any
way possible, open agitation or hear-
ings in ‘Soushern cities on Negro
discrimination — have stood resolute
against any instrument (FEPC) or
proposals (poll-tax abolition) aimed
at breaking down Jim Crow in any
degree.

FEPC Is Weak Sop

Roosevelt's control of Congrese (es-
pecially with today’s slim Democratic
majority) depends largely on these
Southern congressmen. Roosevelf,
therefore, makes the necessary con-
cessions—to the Southern congress-
men, not to the Negro masses. Thus
Roosevell is directly responsible for
the lifeless condition «of even this
very meager sop—the FEPC. The
FEPC, according to .a recent Wash-
ington dispatch, “for months has
been virtually without power to in-

-vestigate an avalanche of complaints

of discrimination against Negroes” in
obtaining jobs. Today it is. making
“a last-ditch fight for its exisience.”
(New York Post.)

Megro organizations, such as the
NAACP, National Urban League,
March on Washington Committee,
ete., which refuse to exert mass pres-
sure on the government and on em-
ployers, since that would “embar-
rass” Roosevelt, have begged for
“teeth” to be put into the FEPC.
But they themselves are not clear as
to what these “teeth” are. The fact
is, incisive ppwer for the FEPC de-
pends on eXposure, investigations,
mass public opinion, etc., directed
against Jim Crow.

Complaints and charges of Jim
Crow have flooded the FEPC from
all over the country. For the past
several months large numbers of
charges relating to the failure to em-
ploy Negroes on the railroads have
reached the FEPC, forcing it to an-
nounce that it would hold hearings
on December 7, 8 and 9. From New

York City alone over 1,000 com-
plaints charging discrimination
against Negroes, Jews, Ifalians and
others have been received. But the
FEPC has continued helpless and
floundering.

Organize Public Trials!

Negro organizations or groups
must take open cognizance of these
grievances in a direct and cumula-
tive manner! Through the Negro and
white press, through the action of
the many Negro organizations, and
through the issuance of special leaf-
lets they must announce that PUB-
LIC HEARINGS ON DISCRIMINA-
TION will be held by their organ-
izations.

The March on Washington Com-
mitiee, the NAACP and other Ne-
gro organizations ought, jointly or
singly, to hire halls, and then call
upon the Negro workers to come
and state specifically how they
have been Jim Crowed in frying
to get jobs, or Jim Crowed on the
job. Churches and.other Negro in-
stitutions can be asked to give their
halls for such public hearings and
trials.

PUBLIC TRIALS must be held of
those responsible for Jim Crow. Let
juries, witnesses and judges be se-
lected from those who will attend
these gatherings. Let them sit and
pass judgment on the iniquities of
Jim Crow; and, more Significantly,
endeavor to examine the basic causes
and cure for discrimination, segrega-
tion, ete.

Let the Negro of-ganizations in-
vite white workers and labor un-
ions to these meetings and trials,
and give them the opportunity to
say what they are ready to do to
aid the Negroes in smashing Jim
Crow.

Let the proceedings of these assem-
blages be widely and dramatically
publicized both before and after the
meetings. Send reports of such pro-

ceedings to the LABOR UNION
PRESS particularly.
Let elected represeniatives eof

these open trials and hearings be
delegated to go to union meetings

and request the opportunity to ad-.

dress the local unions and central
bodies on what the Negroes are en-
deavoring to do to break down Jim
Crow, to obtain jobs, and so on.

Develop Mass Pressure

Such PUBLIC HEARINGS by the
Negro masses are only one form of
the necessary mass pressure on the
bosses and government. Out of them
wi]l follow other forms of mass pres-
sure on a wider scale—such as mass
marches on city halls and factories;
mass picketing of Jim Crow facfo-
ries, etc. These kinds of hearings and
actions, initiated and stemming di-
rectly from the masses, will prove a
hundred times more effective in the
struggle against Jim Crow than oc-
casional, arbitrary and limited hear-
ings by the FEPC or other govern-
ment ggencies. Moreover, it will es-
tablish who is with the Negroes, and
who is against them.

Such public hearings are*one task

. which the Negro masses themselves

can undertake and demand of the
leaders in their organizations.

Organized Mass Pressure Only Effective Way to Smash Jim Crow

Moreover, the white workers too
must now intervene more actively
against Jim Crow. First, by forcing
changes wherever necessary in their
own unions (for example, the boiler-
makers and machinists in the AFL)
to cease Jim Crow practices on mem-
bership rights and on jobs.

In the attitude reflected in the res-
olution on Jim Crow, adopted by the
recent CIO. convention, denouncing
racial and religious discrimination, is
provided an effective weapon in
cracking Jim Crow, provided, of
course, such resolutions are imple-
mented by the unions and on the
jobs by militant aetion whenever
necessary to compel employers to

hire and utilize Negroes on an equal

basis.

Further, as the white workers en-
tirely eliminatg Jim Crow in their
organizations and combat Jim Crow
by the bosses, then the Negro masses
will see in thc labor movement their
real ally agsmst Jim Crow and all
exploitation. Then there will be no
looking to “white hope” Administra-
tions or to feeble FEPCS. Only thus
will the Negroes realize that the
LABOR road is the road to victory
against Jim Crow.

The magazine, Surve.v Graphic, in
its study of the race issue in its No-
vember number, calls its article
“The Unfinished Business of Demoe-
racy.,” But capitalist democracy is
both unwilling and incapable of do-
ing or finishing thif job. For ecapi-
talism does not extend the basic eco-
nomic and democratic rights of the
masses in this epoch, but rigidly
regulates, limits and, when neces-
sary, does away with them. The race
problem is labor’s problem—yes, “The
Unfinished Business of Labor,”

Since the above was written, the
FEPC has announced that, after
long months of stagnation and inac-
tion, it plans hearings on discrimi-
nation in Detroit, St. Louis, Cleve-
land, Philadelphia and Baltimore.

A flood of charges, of discrimina-
tion against Negroes in war plants
and industry generally has at last
resulted in FEPC obtaining some
funds, far short of its request, to re-
open its work for a brief while in a
few localities.

Note that the cities listed for
hearings DO NOT INCLUDE
SOUTHERN CITIES! 'Is this an-
other deal of the Administration
with the Southern Democrats?

At the same time it i announced
that the hearings scheduled after
long delay on Negro discrimination
on the railroads have been postponed
still further, from December 7 to
January 25, 1943..

As to enforcement. of past’ FEPC
rulings, L. W, Cramer, executive sec-
retary of the FEPC, stated that “no
comprehensive  picture was yet
available.” '

The delay and slowness in FEPC
efforts, while hundreds of thousands
of Negro men and women continue
to be victims of Jim Crow, only lend
emphasis to the imperative necessity
for independent public hearings and
militant mass actions by the Negroes
themselves, aided by white workers,

. to smash Jim Crow.

Food Shortages Growing - -

(Continued from page 1)

The p;cdlctlons for 1943 are very
gloomy- indeed.

The supplies of eggs, cheese—AND
EVEN MILK—will also be cut to the
bone.

Meat will :_'i:ie even scarcer—AND
DEARER.

Canned goods will practically dis-
Even canmed soup will be

supply. »

Fresh fruits and vegetables will go
to civilian consumers only after the
increasing demands of the armed
forces and lend-lease customers are
supplied.

Food Boss Wickard talks about
rationing food—and keeps right on
talking about it.

Meanwhile a sort of “rationing” is
developing by itself. IT IS THE “RA-
TIONING™ THAT RULES OUT THE
FAMILIES IN THE LOWER IN-
COME BRACKETS IN*FAVOR OF

THE BETTER OFF.
Storekeepers are saving beef and

other scarce meats for their “best
customers” to whom price is no con-
sideration.

The black market grows by leaps
and bounds. The elegant shops get
what they want— AT A PRICE—
while the stores that serve the
workers do without, .

~

RATIONING is the only way to..

put an gnd to these undemocratic
practices—to put an end to the black
market and discrimination against
the poor.

But rationing will have the same
fate as price control under the OPA
—if it is done the same way.

First, for rationing to have any
rhyme or reason, prices have to be
prevented from rising and in many
cases they have to be reduced. It
will do the working class housewife
no good to have meat, butter, eggs,
fresh fruils and vegetables, etc., ra-

tioned—IF SHE CANNOT AFFORD
TO BUY HER SHARE AT THE

HIGH PRICES PREVAILING.

Second, rationing—like price con-
trol, with which it is so closely con-
nected —CAN BE  CARRIED OUT

ONLY BY THE PEOPLE THEM- .

SELVES. From production to con-
sumption, commodities must be
controlled by committees of work-
ers, working farmers and house-
wives.

Otherwise the pohtlclans and prof-
iteers will make a laughing stock out
of rationing as they have out of price
control.

Both these functions have to be
taken over by committees of the
people, THE TIME TO ACT IS
NOW. .

Give it
He'll

Pass this paper on.
to your fellow worker.
like it.

“When Singapore fell the Austra-
lians awoke to the realization that
Britain was no longer a reliance,
The only hope lay in Ameries, and
we know that hope was not mis-
placed.... New Zealand, perhaps
South Africa, and certainly all of the
Amerieas, including Canada, are de-
pendent upon. us just as Australia.
... The military power of the United

States...is destined to be the de-.

termining factor in the organization
of the post-war world... This is the
American Century.”—Chicago Trib-
une.

I this were Wallace, or Willkie,
or Luce, it would no longer be
worth noting. But it is MeCormick,
the, Chicago Tribune, for many
years the leading spokesman of re-
actionary Mid - Western {isolation-
ism, .

This is also the final chapter of a
rather 'long, but also funny, story.
Marshall Field, millionaire €hicago
department store owner, has inter-
ests in some Southern mills that
have beat down union organizers as
viciously as any other. But for pub-
lic consumption he publishes PM, a
New York tabloid with a Stalinist-
liberal slant and violently interven-
tionist from ‘way back. Late last
year he made noisy preparations to
start the Chicago Sun, to buck the
isolationist Tribune. It was printed
in Secretary of the Navy Frank
Knox's Chicago Daily- News plant,
and the estimated annual loss for
PM, Parade and the Sun) of five
million was deductible from Field's

Brewster--

(Continued from page 1)

By their action the men are chal-
lenging the company and the WLB.
However, it is plain that this action
can only be temporary. Confined fo
that, the action may end in a stale-
mate. Now that the workers are in
motion, and in view of the excellent
program adopted by the loeal, the

action must lead to a more direct.

challenge of the WLB.

The local’s ‘paper, Aero-Notes,
has, in fact, already declared itself
as favoring the resigmation of the
UAW from the WLB. A consid-
erable section of the last issué, in
addition fo a report on the gen-
eral program adopted by the local,
is devoted to a scathing review of
the anti-labor record of the WLB.

There is a certain sentiment among
the men for asking the Navy to take
over the plant. If so, the wozkers
of Brewster gre in for a rude dis-
appointment. The Navy will not
improve the situation. It will, in all
likelihood, make it worse. Once be-
for the Navy took over with no par-
ticular advaniage to the workers.
The same has been true in other
plants taken over by the Navy. If
the government were to take over
the plant, AND PUT ITS OPERA-
TION INTO THE HANDS OF THE
WORKERS, that would be some-
thing! But there is small likelihood
of the government doing that—
though it is a demand well worth
raising by the Brewster workers.

In the meantime, it is well for
workers everywhere to keep their

eyes on Brewster, The men of Local .

365 are at bat for the entire labor
movement!

UE Wins Sperry'
NLRB Election

By a majority of over 4,000 vofes
the United Electrical, Radio and Ma-
chine Workers Union, CIO, won out
over the AFL machinists’ union in
an NLRB poll at the Brooklyn and
Nassau County plants of the Sperry
Gyroscope Co. The UE polled 6,564
votes as against 2,210 for the Inter-
national Association of Machinists
and 456 for no union. The UE now
becomes exclusive bargaining agent
in Sperty.

LABOR ACTION next.week will
print an analysis of this CIO victory.

Camden Ship Worker

. DPescribes Candidate

Men Qught to Elect

Dear Editor:
Shipyard workers are going to

vote for officers in January. I write.

to urge my fellow workers in the
Camden shipyards to go to their de-
partment meetings and cast their
vote for shop stewards, and to go to

_the membership meeting to vote for

officers.

Now, candidates should

which

5 they vole for? I say they ought to
- vote for candidates who stand for a

ypilitant, full-fedged union program.
I have sometimes heard of men of
that kind called “Labor Action men.”
Among . certain people, any union

: “#3an  who ' hasn't been faken in-by

- ‘no, unionism-as-

“office and

good unionist 18 to be called a “La-
bor Action man,” then so much the
more - credit to LABOR ACTION,
and, if I-may say so, to the unionist.

You'll récognize the kind of stew-
ard and officer we need at any meet-

ing. Hell be kicking about the fact-
_that the"“cost of living clause” in the

contract has been scrapped.

Hes the guy who: stands. up and

. makes a fight of it when a man gets

fired .or when the company tries-fo
chisel on-the rates.

He’s thesman who' thinks the union
was organized to take care of the
men’s interests.” )
“ 'He knows that"a shop steward’s

. job is.not to keep the men pacified

and happy regardless” of working

conditions, but to walk into the boss’

down the law.

_ That should be our man for shop

—the one who remembers

the umon ;_rew—-and
- M

why! That's the man who should get |
our vote in January.

Camden Shipyard Worker.
Stalinist Destroys
Books by Trotsky

Dea.r Eﬁltor.

I am not connected w;th your —
-movement, but read your ‘paper. I

thought this might interest you, in
the event you overlooked it in the
papers. '

A Stalinist seaman, Jacoby, was
recently arrested for tearing up
about 35 books in the 42nd Street
Public Library (main library in New
York—Ed.). He destroyed all books
relating to Trotskyism. These he
hated most. In addition, he destroyed
books by Max Fastman, Fugene Ly-
ons, Norman Thomas, etc. He simply

‘months in the workhouse.

He put in twenty-two days waitf-
ing for sentence, during which time
he was sent to Bellevue Hospital for

.a mental examination. The psychia-

trists found him sane. He therefore
came up for trial and the Special
Sessions = Court gave 'him three
E.S.

(It wasn’t insanity, but plain, or- -

dinary Stalinist miseducation, We do
not know ‘if’ others have been ap-
prehended, but it is known that
Trotsky's works, in various libraries,
have offen been mutilated by Stalin-
ists, Book burning, a practice com-

mon to all totalitarians, is evidently,

in one form or another, part of the
Stalinist “education.”  Distributors of
LABOR ACTION have, for example,
many times been molested by Stalin-
ists, and their papers torn up. We

a hero’ hen he ret'ums to hls 81.1-

Introductory Offer
il - - TO: - '
Y LABOR ACTION

114 WEST 14th STREET
New York, N.Y. .

SIX MONTH SUBSCRIPTION 25¢!

A_d:lms :

Narme

_counsel of the Treasury De'partment.'.

ter praising the North African ven-

-arcuy -silepice at

income tax, so that it was an official-
ly backed, if not actually officially
sponsored, venture. Three days after
the first issue of the Sun was printed
.came December 7, and the Tribune
(after the manner of all good isola-
tionists) premptly reversed its lme.
But it has taken it a year to blas- o,
som into the full flower of Luce ma- ;
perialism in the _quotation above.

O 3

From a listing of current moviel
in Newsweek:

Nightmare {I?l‘li'v.!ersnl].
= ~LA—

As a safeguard against the ‘ahasl
of inflation,” workers must be “in-
duced,” by taxation or by other
measures, “to refrain:from spending
some forty billion dollars, or: $4.00
out of every $11 of income af their
disposal after payment of existing
taxes.” — Randolph E, Paul, general

Note - this is AFTER existing
faxes. Take your pay envelope,
teke away the new taxes, than
take away more than a third of
what's lefi, and go out.and buy &'

newspaper with the remainder.
. R
It you live in a city where US.
Steel has any sort of interest, you
prohably noticed one of their ldl on
December 7. The .spent
$100,000 through 150 papers, being
ostentatiously patriotic on that fate-

ful day. It also helps to leep the
editors happy, and frilmdly

~LA—

“At the CIO convention in Bosten,
left wing union leaders bit their fin-
gernails and pondered the diapouh‘.on
of their second front resolution—a.
document they had fully intended ta
explode under Philip Murray. The
showed every intention of going
through with it until the Stalin let-

ture solved their problem. If theve
is a more ludicrous spectacle in la-
bor politics than Michael Quill won-
dering where. his. Transport Wetkgrs
are to be Yed next, it is Michael
Quill adjusting himself to an alli-
ance, however, temporary, with His
Britannic Majesty’s Mmlsters"—m:w
Republic,

But for the most ludierous, wo
still held eut for New Republic
laughing at the capers of other
Stalinist simps with e\rary ahlnn
in line. '

“Any attempt to interpret literally -
the phrase ‘equality of sacrifice’
would of course not help progecute
the war to victory, but would hope-
lessly sabotage it. There is not, and,
cannot. be, any lteral equality of
sacrifice as between workers and
capitalists in this war, The workery
must make the main sacrifices, and -
they have enough common sense to
know, and enough patriotism not te
object fo it’—Earl Browder in- hil
new bhook, “Victory and After” -

This is no Popular Front. 4\!
Browder- says later in the book,
“Tories and Communisis can seve
erally and jointly contribute to na-
tional unity.”

Pity the Poor
Poll-Tax Bigot!

Every time a Soéuthern nomaehn
opens his mouth you can expect him
to drool over the “sacred” customs
of Dixieland, meaning of ecourse, the
“sacred” custom of keeping thitm
million Negroes in a state of semi--
illiteracy, paying them  starvation
wages, terrorizing them if they
squawk or organize and dénying to
them the right to vote thl’oulh poll-
tax laws.

Governor Frank M. Dixon of Al-
abama, speaking last week at_ the
annual dinner of the New ¥ork
Southern Society, let out u] BgO
nized scream in defense of “the
basic principles of segregation,
without which there can be no or
derly society below the Mumf
Dixon line,”

The cracker-box bigot specificl
attacked the regulations of the Ur
ed States Employment Service. wh
prohibit racial discrimination in
industries, and the Fair Emp}.@ym
Practices Committee, the h!eﬂeqhu"l-
agency that is supposed to ¢
the regulations.

Taking heart from the reeg;w
victory of the poll-tax senators-ove
the lazy, lukewarm oppositic =
anti-poll-tax bill supporters,.
prodded his fellow bloadhom‘lds
tear to bits any challenge to tb,e c
tinued practice of Jim. Crow Barb
ism in the South.

“How long will you put up v
this?” he asked, referring to ﬂu
efforts of Negro and lsbor organ-
izations to push through anti-dis:
*crimination mieasures. “Ways and
means are being discu‘sud dlily‘f‘h
break our chains” . -

Imsgme Dixon and the rlch__plam-
ers and capitalists he esent
lords and masters over all they ¢a
survey (and a helluva lot they mﬁ'
straining to breslt THEIR “ch

Such arrogance is only pol
ter the defeat of such a pasure.
the anti-poll-tax bill. This feact
can be expected to Aower wh
“friends of the Negro
President Roosevelt maint:

1stnmn}§o
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LABOR ACTION

'l'o Women

By Susan Green

‘Hard times for us means good times for the rich

.owners of the stores where we pay such outlandish
_prices.

For instance, Federated Department Btores, Inc.,
has made almost double the elear profit this year as
in the corresponding period last year—of course,
sfter deducting taxes.

‘First paying dividends on its preferred stock, the
company still has enough left to pay SIXTY-EIGHT
__OENTS a share on its common stock—as against ONLY
“THIRTY-ONE CENTS for the same period lasi year.

Another instance of bigger and better profits as the

war goes on!

®
Among the broader hints fo housewives is the one {o

* gat chicken when meat is scarce. That is like the tip
“:that Marie Antoinette gave the poor of her day to eat

- eake when they didn't have bread. Because, as every
“ housewife knows, chicken costs Mound forty cents a
lllllllld

®
The Borden company is never getting enough money

~for its dairy products. It is constantly before this or that

:government ngmy pressmz for higher prices—which
we pay. .
To compleie ﬂu picture it is necessary to know
that this ppor, forlorn, underpaid corporstion has
_metted profits amounting fo $1.90 a share for the year
1042—afier making every kind of deduciion for
taxes, for a substantial “contingency reserve,” ete.

Its shares of stock are selling at about $22 on the

3 NW York Stock Exchange. So that a profit of $1.90 a

ghare would make the rate of gain around ELEVEN
"AND A HALF PER CENT! This will help you under-
“ gtand why we pay so much for milk, cream, cheese and
" other dairy produects.

[}

In a very old Broadway hit, “Camel Through the

Needle's Eye,” there is a scene in which a2 poor woman

‘mbout to receive a visit from the charity people, boils

"cabbage and lets the smell of it permeate the house. In

those dsys about the only green vegetable the poor

‘eould afford was the humble cabbage. When a house

‘amelled of cabbage, the inhabitants’ poverty was un-

“questionable,

But thoge were the happy days!

In the last couple of weeks the A&P has boosted
_the price of the humble green from iwo cents to five
eents a2 pound-—a 150 per cent mark-up! A three-
pound head formerly at the purchaseable price of six
cents puts on the Riiz and sells for fifteen cents.

Price profiteering has thrown tite humble cabbage up

" the stairs and under a top hat!

The A&P—the largest chajn grocery in the couniry,

doing an annual business of $1,378,660,000 and making
: " plenty of profit—is under indictment for violation of the

anti-trust laws.

The housewife will be interested to know that

“ among the charges against this colossus of the gro-

cery business is that it follows that “systematic prac-

tice of secretly enhancing their actual prices above

their advertised prices through short-changing,

short-welghing and marking up prices on store tags

“and purchaszes.”

In other words, this powerful, rich super-trust takes
"o0d out of the mouths of consumers to put more profits

“into its own pockets!
[ ]

. - Colgate-Pglmolive-Peet Co., Procter & Gamble Co.
-and Lever Brothers Co. do more than 80 per cent of the
business in soap and soap products in this country. So
. they got together to take full advantage of their monopo-
-listic position. They have entered into a conspiracy

“to fix, maintain and stabilize prices” at exceeding proi-

itable figures.

: Why not? That's part of the profit system which
"FDR has pledged himself to maintain, isn’t it?

~ An Ouirageous
Abuse of Power

(Continued from page 1)

; strous offspring of capitalism—exploitation,
-oppression, war and fascism—no longer ex-

““jat to poison the life of the people.
We know the people’ who have been out to

 #get” LABOR ACTION for some time. We are

proud of the fact that we have gotten under
‘their thick hides. That shows we are doing our

. work successfully. - The fact that we are pla-
* guing such people as the Stalinist bureaucracy,

‘as the trade union bosses who don’t give a hang
for labor's interests, as the reactionaries in the
government officialdom, is an encouraging sign

ing headway. Nobody can stop them—nobody!

._ﬂnd gd uw:y with. it. The Post Offeoe doesn't

ihold up a single issue of the Chicago Tribune,

‘or other papers like it! Why not? Because the
fﬂbune_ls_ a powerful and, above all, a reae-

ocialist critic of the government, a critic that
oes not have the tremendous financial and po-
litical resources of institutions like the Chicago
Tribune, and which is guilty of no crime except
that of advocating the program and principles
of socialism, the Post Office gets right into ac-

" I the Post Office succeeds in depriving
The Militant. of its rights, in depriving LABOR

CTION of its rights, then be sure of one
‘thing at least: no labor paper will be safe; all
of them will be ot the mercy of an arbitrary
Muon By tll'l Washington uuthoﬁtiu.

cmd genuine démocrdt to express himself
) protesf ugumst the achon of the Post

that our. working class, socialist ideas are mak- °

- Of course we know that we are not the Chi-.

From Coast to Coast Workers Are

ankmg for Redress of Grievances

By JOHN BERNE .

Judgm;hysmkeuﬁomthrough-
ont the couniry, workers are rea-
lizing that when their leaders gave.
the no-strike pledge in exchange
for WLB control, they fraded a
solid gold nugget for a gold brick.

“Grievances” is the only com-
modity of which Iabor is getting
a bellyful. The workers begin to
realize that the only way they can
get action is by taking it.

Following is an enumeration and
description of some of the repeni
sirikes—many of them either not
mentioned at all in the boss press
or relegated {o obscure corners of
their pages.

]

in the Wilkes-Barre, Pa., area
2,000 miners walked out. The men
of the Ewen mines quit when their
committee failed to reach an agree-

- ment with the Pennsylvania Coal Co.

over the restoration of pay cuts made
during the depression. The men of
the Underwood and Saporito mines,

both owned by the same company,.

voted a sympathy strike. The com-
pany hid under the skirts of the
WLB, claiming it would get into dif-
ficulties with that august bedy if it
raised wages. It would seem from
reports that a telegram from John
L. Lewis himself telling the strikers
they are not supposed to be striking
because “the UMWA also has a com-
mitmeni to the government of the
United States to refrain from strikes”
did not prevent the walk-out.

In Johnston, Pa, 3,000 Bethlehem
Steel Co. workers, ‘'members of the
United Steel Workers, CIO, walked
out over a dispute on double pay
for Sunday work. The local CIO di-

rector stated that the men were pro-
testing that company’s unfair work-
schedule, which prevents them from
working on Sunday as the seventh
and double-time day. The gypping
company so arranges the work-week
that Sunday falls on the fifth or sixth
consecutive day, On this basis men
work eight or ten days in a row
without receiving any double pay.

On December 15 the 3.400 employ-
ees of the Eleciric Storage Battery
Co. in Philadelphia went on strike
when the WLB refused to grant their
union maintenance of membership
and ‘a general pay increase of 121
cents an hour. Using its dictatorial
powers to the limit in this case, the
WLB rejected the workers’ demands
because of previous work stoppages.
Thus does the WLB fit the punish-
ment to the “crime.”

In the Pittsburgh district, workers
at the Duquesne plant of Carnegle-
Illinois Steel Corp. walked out and
closed down the machine shop. They
struck in protest against the inter-
ferences of an industrial engineer
making a time study in their depart-
ment. And in Connellsville, Pa., em-
ployees of the National Distilleries
Co, walked off the job because the
management was stalling and delay-
ing coniract negotiations.

In Chicago the “El” workers voted
on December 14 to strike on all ele-
vated lines at 12:01 am. Sunday,
December 20—unless their demands
are met. The workers are demand-
ing a blanket wage increase of nine

cents an hour, with larger increuﬁes
for ceriain groups. The men are
members of the Amalgamated Asso-
ciation of Street, Electric Railway
and Motor Coach Employees Union,
AFL.

.

Day shift workers numbering 1,200
walked out on Bohn Aluminum &
Brass and were joined by 700 night
shift workers. They disregarded the
disapproval of Fred Williams, presi-
dent of Local 208, UAW. Their
grievance was that the WLB was
going one betler than the bosses in
opposing a wage increase. For al-
though the union and the company
had agreed on a wage increase on
October 5, ON DECEMBER 9,
WHEN THE STRIKE TOOK PLACE,
THE WLB HAD NOT YET AP-
PROVED THE INCREASE.

Workers of the Yellow Truck &
Coach Manufacturing Co. in Pontiac,
Mich., have been put on probation
by the WLB as if they were crimi-
nals. The board approved an agree-
ment between the workers and the
company for a four-cent hourly wage
increase and granted maintenance of
membership, PROVIDED THE
WORKERS BECOME GOOD, DO-
CILE SLAVES. The so-called labor
members of the WLB disgraced
themselves once more by voting that
the UAW international union be re-

quired to" “investigate promptly and

fully the conduct of the local umnion
and, particularly, its president in
connection with work stoppages in
this plant and take whatever disci-
plinary action may be necessary with
a; view toward preventing future
stoppages.”
L ]

The tool and die makers :n the
Detroit area are dissatisfied with a
ruling of the WLB setting maximum
wage rates but failing to set mini-
mum wages. UAW officials in De-
troit are seeking to reopen the mat-
ter determined that “any order for
maximum wages should include
minimum rates.”

'i >

On December . 15, aircraft workers
in three West Coast cities met in
mass meetings to protest the delay
of the WLB in adjusting wage
scales. These are the workers of
Lockheed-Vega in Los Angeles, of
Consolidated Aireraft in San Diego
and of Boeing in Seattle. The wark-
ers demand thaf the present 60-75-
cents an hour minimum be raised to
95 cents. A hearing has been set for

January 8, bui the workers don't
like this delay.

The Consolidated Aireraft workers’

meeting in San Diego voted to ask
President Roosevelt to release them
from their no-strike pledge and au-
thorized their officers to set.a date:
for taking a strike vote if such re-
lease is granted. What Roosevelt will
say is a foregone conclusion!

Another significant action taken by
the Consolidated Aircraft workers
was the passing of a resolution to the
effect that further support of the
company’s pay-roll deduction plan
for bond purchases be given only
“at the discretion” of the workers.
This action was taken- because. the

pay-triotic company had been using

the ability of workers fo purchase
bonds as a reason to prevent wage
increases to meet the cost of living.

What India Means to the American Working Class

A Brief Outline of Indian Economy

By J. R. JOHNSON

(Continued from the issue of Dec. 7)

It is easy to say that the great ma-
jority of the people of India live in
poverty and misery. It is easy to say
that Gandhi, Nehru and the Indian
nationalists whom they represent are
treacherous and ready to betray the
cause at any moment. The question
is: Why?
Early Indian Economy

Here it is necessary, even though
in barest outline, to restate the his-
torical development of capitalist so-
ciety. Three or four hundred years
ago production all over the world
was overwhelmingly agricultural.
This took various forims. There was
serfdom, in which the agricultural
producer had certain rights on the
land but was compelled to hand over
the surplus produce to the landlord,
or work for him for nothing. There
was peasant production in which the
.peasant owned the land but paid rent
in money. There was also the agri-
cultural commune in which the agri-
cultural producers owned the land in
common and divided it up periodi-
cally among themselves, but paid
taxes in money or in kind to the
state or an individual overlord.
There was a vast variely and inter-
mingling of these forms—but the ba-
siec feature of production was produc-
tion of AGRICULTURAL products.

Such industrial products as he
used, the agricultural producer often
made himself. In other  areas, the
Indian village, for example, one vil-
lager would be a smith, another a

goldsmith’ and another a cobbler, all
producing for the village as a whole.
In a few big towns, production of
industrial goods was carried on, but
these for the most part occupied a
small share of the total economy.
The general level of plrc:duction was
very low.

Native Industry Destroyed

Now the distinguishing feature of
capitalist production is a tremendous
development of machine-made indus-
try, which has grown continually un-
til, today, in advanced countries,
people use far more industrial prod-
ucts than they use the direct prod-
ucts of agriculture. This has revolu-
tionized the lives of the large ma-
jority of the people. Generation after
generation the peasants have been
turned from the land and compelled
by one means or another to work as
wage laborers in factories. As agri-
culture declined in relation to indus-
try the worker gained a rough com-
pensation for the loss of his capacity
to live on the land by the possibility
of earnipg a living in a factory. Fur-
thermore, the development of indus-
trial production meant an increasing
number of the products circulating
in the community as a whole and,
for long periods, a general increase
in the possibilities of acquiring more
and more of the elements of exist-
ence.

The whole secret of India is that
only half of this process has taken

_ place, and the worse half. The
British went into India. They de-
stroyed Indian industries by the

export of British goods. They
brought India into the circle ol
modern countries, which resull

in enormous faxation wupon thc
countiry as a whole both for mod-
ern armies, modern administration,
modern- transportation (railways,
ete.) and for interest on British
loans. These Huge expenses in an
industrialized country could be
paid because of the tremendous de-
velopment of industrial production.
But India, without industrial pro-
duetion, has been compelled to car-
ry these burdens on the basis of a
production which is mainly agri-
cultural, and a very backward ag-
riculture at that. .

Increased Misery of Masses

Without industry, agriculture is no
longer able even to give the peasant
a respectable living, His condition
gets worse and worse because, as the
population grows, the land is less and
less able to satisfy even the needs of
the peasant’s own subsistence, far
less the enormous burden which
modern India requires of him. In a
short article like this we can only
give outstanding examples.

In a village in Poona in 1711, the
average holding of the peasant was
forty acres. In 1818 it was 173
acres. In 1915 il was seven acres.
Yet modern India needs more from
the seven-acre peasant than India
in 1771 required from the forty-
acre peasant. In Bengal the aver-
age holding is about two acres. Be-
tween 1921 and 1931 the number of
landless laborers increased from 281
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INCREASING poverty,
develop a small group of land-own-

per thousand to. 407 per thousand.
The debts owed by the peasants in
1921 amounted to roughly, two bil-
lion dollars. By 1931 it was three
billion dollars.. That is the econom-
ic movement in India. Nothing that
Churchill, Roosevelt, Gandhi or
Nehru can do will stop it.

On the basis of this misery, this
there, must

ers and money-lenders who fatten
upon the increasing difficulties of
the peasants.

Commenting on - this,
Marx's great collaborator, wrote as
follows: “When the time approaches
for the taxes to fall due, the usurer
appears, .the kulak —frequently a
rich peasant of the same village—
and offers his ready eash. The peas-
ant must have the money at all costs
and must accept the conditions of the
usurer without demur. In that way
he gets into difficulty, needs more
and more ready cash. At harvest the
grain dealer arrives; the need for
money forces the peasant to sell a
part of the grain he and his family
require for food.”

En'ge]s,

A . process essentially the same
takes place in India. It must. On
this aecount there flourishes a sub-
stantial number of landlords and
rich peasants who not only draw .
rent but, direeily or indirectly, aot
as money-lenders. These are In-
dians. They, as well as the British,
depend wupon the explmtahon of
the Indian peasant.

In the United Provinces, in one
village, out ef 27,000 rupees paid in
rent and taxes, 17,000 goes to the
landlord and 10,000 to the govern-
ment. It would be easy to give an

overwhelming mass of figures,..all .

showing this relation between the
surplus. produced by the peasant and
division between the Indian landlord,
the Indian money-lender and the
British government. When the peas-
ant revolts, it is the British govern-
ment which suppresses him and
guarantees the revenue to the Indian
exploiters.

Such a situation in the country:
side is not only catastrophic in it-
self but has drastic effects on the
industrial development of India,
India has undoubtedly, especially
within the last few years, been de-
veloping industrially.. But with
such a tremendous reserve army
of labor in the couniryside to draw
from, the Indian capitalist has some
of the cheapest labor in the world.
A favorite phrase of economists
and investigators of Indian ' capi-
talism is “the mobility of Indian
labor.” All that this means is that
the workers work in the factories
for a period and when they can't
take it any more they wander back
to the couniry.

One investigator states that the
number of people who are unable to
earn a livelihood in the villages and
can find no employment in the cities
is over 100 million! Under these con-
ditions many Indian capitalists find
that they do not need to employ. the
most advanced machinery simply be-
cause labor is so cheap that they can
still make a profit while using old-
fashioned technical methods. In ad-

dition they lack a market for zouds. X

Thus the lack of a compensating in-
dustry does not only cruecify the
peasant millions. It is in a thousand
ways a drag upon such industry as
does exlst

-. ‘keep labor down, He is:the Hnosle'

Paul McNuit,
His Record
And His Job

By Evereit Weston

When Roosevelt gave Paul V. McNutt dictatofial au-
thority over America's workers, he took what may be
the largest step yet toward American totalitarianism.
Not only, in the words of the New York Times, has Mc-
Nutt “been given more power over men in this country
than anyone has ever exercised in its history,” but that
power has been given into the hands of a man who has
~amply proved himself willing and able to (ab)use it.

Only Willkie has exceeded McNutt in the number of
things he is for. At various stages in his political career
McNutt has gathered votes where he could, by advocat-

“ing almest anything—in words. Who's Who, for exam-
ple, lists him as vice-president of the American Peace
Society, whatever that is. The only thing written by
him that the New York Public Library has on file is a
pamphlet defending Zionism. (That he is not anti-Semi-
tic is one of few favorable things in his record.) And
80 0On.

BROKE TERRE HAUTE GENERAL STRIKE
But from at least two things we can truly gauge what
type of man McNutt is. The first is his long and clpse
. association with the American Legion. LABOR ACTION
has devoted several articles in the past few weeks tell-

ing what type of organization this is. We need say no

‘more here. McNutt held various posts in the Legion and
in 1828-29 was its national commander. Last September
he traveled out _ . ansas City to speak before the Amer-
ican Legion convention,

But mere important even than this are his actions
in 1935 when as Governer of Indiana he broke the
Terre. Haute general strike, Nothing in American
history smacks more of fascism than this, Remem-
ber as you read of it that this is the man who now
cnntmls your job, who now controls you.

.McNutt. was . elected Governor of Indiana in the 1933
Democratic landslide.

illegally declared by the Republican Governor. McNutt
made a good deal of political capital by denouncing the
martial lJaw; like Roosevelt, he was elected by labor and
liberal votes.

In March, 1935, the workers of the Columbian Enam-
eling & Stamping Co., in Terre Haute, went out on
strike. It,was, you remember, pretty tough in ’35. The
company, however, wasn't doing too badly. Some 30
years before, when the Chamber of Commerce was an-
gling to.get it'to move to the city, they arranged to have
it declared outside the city limits, and during the whole
period it had never paid a cent of taxes. The cops who
were to wham workers' heads with nightsticks were
being paid by the workers—and by them alone.

It was a peaceful, uneveniful strike until toward

the end ef July, when the company imported 60

thugs as guards. Then all hell broke loose. There

was a two-day general strike—the third in American

history—which, while it lasted, was complete almost

to a man. More than 23,000 workers struck, and gave

- an impressive demonstration of their power when
“united,

The strike was broken when McNutt declared mar-
tial law and sent in 2,000 guardsmen, This was illegal:
“The operation of the laws shall never be suspended ex-
cept by authority of the General Assembly.”—Indiana
Constifution.

Strikers were arrested on the street and taken by °
the guardsmen back to the plant. They were told to
go back to work. All but four or five refused—and

‘ were thrown into jail because they would not acah.

In all, some 150 workers were arrested, held incom—
municado for days or weeks, then released without trial
Professor Shannon of the State Teachers College was ar-
rested and held incommunicado for 36 hours because he
asked a question of a militiaman,

Picketing and meetings were forbidden, Workers
were denied the right even to meet in their own
Labor Temple, owned by the unions. All people
were blocked from certain areas; they were ordered
off their own porches. Scabs were issued military
passes. '

Machine guns were mounted on the roof of the fae-
tory. Tear gas and vomit gas were used to break up
meetings.

WORKERS DENIED LEGAL RIGHTS

The arrested workers were not allowed bail. This
was.illegal: “Offense other than murder or treason shall
be bailable by sufficient sureties.”—Indiana Constitution.

The right of habeas corpus was denied. This was ille-
gal: “The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not
be suspended except in case of rebellion or invasion and
then only if public safety shall demand it.”—Indiana
Constitution.

The workers were held without trial. This was ille=
gal: “All courts shall be open; justice shall be adminis-
tered - freely, completely and without denial, speedily
without delay.... In all criminal prosecution, the age
cused shall have the right to a public trial by an impar-
tial jury."—Indiana Constitution.

The whole thing, from beginning to end, was ille-
gal. But the worst was yet to come, Some 2,000 Na-
tional Guardsmen were sent in originally, but very
soon all but a handful were withdrawn. But there
was still martial law—for workers. People who
parked before fire hydrants, or rifled the cash reg-
ister, or murdered their wives, were arrested by the
regular police and tried in the civil courts, with atl
the usual guarantees in operation. But workers try-
ing te picket or hold meetings were subjeet to mili-
tary law. This dual law—civil law for one class and
military law for. the' other—went on for menths, Ne
better device for the introduction of fascism has
ever been thought of,

Major Earl Weimar, the National Guard commander,
said so flatly. He told Powers Hapgood, then the Indiana
leader of the Socialist:Party, that there was fascism in
Sullivan and Vigo Counties, and that he had 'better
watch his step.

KEEP A WATCH ON PAUL McNUIT

And Paul Vories McNutt, the man who directed all
this, is now U.S. dictator of manpower. He did not get
his job because he was competent; on the contrary, he
has been notoriously inefficient. He did not get his job
because he worked hard; on the contrary: “He spent the
last two weeks of August on vacation, returned to his
office for one day, promptly took off on a four-day jun~
ket for a Labor Day speech in Omaha. He returned to
Washington for nine more days, then was off to make
a speech at the American Legion convention in Kansas
City.”—Time.

'He got his job for only one reason. He is 2 man
who can be depended on not to get sentimental about

- civil liberties. He is 2 man who has proved that he
- gwill act forcefully, within or. without.the law, to
Hltl ;

He m_ a dauserou_s man
3 -.':ll. 1 et

During the campaign there was .
martial law in Sullivan County, a coal-mining distriet,"
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On Rationing

Several readers have written to ask us
our opinion of rationing—are we for it, or
against it?

We are FOR rcnmnlng—prowded it is
properly controlled and handled!

Given the curtailment of civilian pro-
duction and the unavailsbility of many
essential foods and articles, rationing is
the only just method by which all can be
assured of getting their fair share.

In the absence of a rationing program,
those with the financial ability to pay the
highest prices and those who can afford to
lay aside inactive supplies of food or living
essentials in hoarded stocks, deprive others
—the poor—of necessary items.

However, as the experiences of price-
fixing prove, rationing cannot be handled
for the common advantage of all if it is left
in the hands of government bureaucrats.

Government committees and merchant

committees concerned with profits cannot .

ration goods for the equal benefit of alf.
Under the OPA, one price ceilir.y after an-
other has been lifted—to the benefit of
profiteers and merchants, and to the -detri-
ment of working class comsumers!

Left to the same kind of administrative
device, rationing will simply limit the
amount of goods available to the low in-
come consumer, while, in all likelihood,
the black market flourishes and merchants
pile stocks away for sale to-those who can
shell out.

Those who are most affeeted must be
the people in charge. In other words, a
rationing program that will benefit the
masses of people is a rationing program
under the control of working farmers,
union representatives and working class
housewives,

Thus, rationing is a good and necessary
ideq, but its operation must be in the hands
of those who can administer it with the
greatest justice.

But--

There are two other points that must
be made.

The first of these is the relationship be-
tween rationing and prices. If prices con-
tinue to go up, rationing is only a meaning-
less gesture,

Where people cannot afford to buy eggs
or bufter or meat, there is small sense in
rationing these items. Already, these foods
are being ‘rationed” out of the reach of the
poor by spiralling prices. In fact, we sus-
pect that one reason why eggs are still
available in large quantities (at least in
New York) is that the excessive cost per
dozen denies their purchase to many thou-
sands of families.

It does little good to ration a commod-
ity and then fix a price on it so high that
it is beyond the reach of the average
-purchaser. A real rationing program
must therefore work hand in hand with
a real price-fixing program.

We do not have that kind of a price-
fixing program now, and there is no sign

of .any .‘_ impr_ove_me_nt'_ _'cbmf'ng.; - A:b'out -the
only news-we-need relating to price-fixing
is the hlkmg of this or that price.

-Price-fixing will -never: be-of-real value

to the people until it is put in the hands -

of committees chosen from among working
farmers, union men and workmg class
housewives. :

And--

Wages have to go up! This is our sec-
ond and more important point.

The facts are simple. Prices have al-
ready risen ‘way out of proportion to the
rise in working class income. Further, re-
gardless of what the boss press may say,
millions of workers have enjoyed no in-
crease in income at all; er one so small as
to amount to nothing.

And still further, the inroads on in-
come through taxes, bond deductions,
etc., take so considerable a slice away
from the worker’s -pay envelope ‘that

.- scores of commodities, whether. rationed

or not, are beyond his reach.

Wages must rise until they guarantee a
DECENT standard of living to every worker

“and his family. Once they reach that level

they must continue to rise with every jump
in the cost of living—otherwise the stand-
ard of living of labor goes down.

A declining standard of living—even
in this perlod of peuk employment. and
big wages'’ — is precisely what lies
ahead for labor. Many millions of work-
ers have already felt the effects of that
declining standard of living. Others will
—if wages aren’t boosted, and supple-
mented with an adequate price-fixing
and rationing administration.

There i§ small chance of the average
working class household vying with a bank-
er’s family for the best and most expensive
cut of meat. One can't afford it, the other
can.

But we hold to the idea that it is the
right of the working class to enjoy the
best cut of meat, the best eggs, the best
butter. That is why, in this system which
is based on the inequality of income and
privilege, wage demands are always ami
ever in order,

Wage increases remain the fundamen-
tal need of labor! Rationing and price-
fixing can be truly meaningful only if they
are predicated on a decent standard of
living!

New York ley s Trans't

Workers Face a

“The ‘transit" \vorkers of the Cxty of
New York~went into “iHEiT strugglé
for an increase in wages with' their

hands tied®behind their backs. “For .

Michael J. Quill, president of the
Transport Workers Union ‘of Amer-
ica, and the New York loc¢al officials
made it ' clear from the beginning
that they had mo intention of put-
ting up a real fight in the only way
workers can fight, namely, by threat-
ening to strike and carrying out the
threat if necessary. No wonder the
32,000 workers who operate the sub-
ways, buses and trolleys of the city
have had to take some pretty hard
blows.

For {wo years the TWU has been
trying to get from the high and
mighty Board of Transportation an
adjustment of wages and other
grievances. The autocratic head of
the board, John H. Delaney, is a
passionate union-hater. Mayor La
Guardia, ultimately responsible for
the city transit system, has backed
up his co-boss Delaney/in giving
the union and the <®mia>rs the
run-around,

Delaney has consistently trealed
union officials like so much dirt. As
Quill put it at the recent hearing in
an unsuccessful -attempt to get the
case before the WLB, the union has
been “CHASING” Delaney for a year
and has been told that “he is either
at Newport or Westport or some
other port.”

Unions Ask 15 Per, Cent Increase

The men.and women to whose skill,
carefulness and hard labor the mil-
lipns of users of the subways, buses
and trolleys daily entrust themselves,
are earning from $26 o $38 a week
—a shame and disgrace today, when
high prices and taxes make such big
gashes in a worker's wage.

The union is asking for a 15 per
cent ineredse above the September
1, 1841, levels for all workers. This
is the “Ljttle Steel” formula adopted
by the WLB for nation-wide appli-
cation. Inadequate as it is because
the cost of living hgs climbed much
higher than 15 per cent, still this is
all the union wants.

Delaney and - La: Gmm:lm. unhm‘a_-
‘tothe extent of  offering the tran-
sit " workers a-$1,000,000- raise.. A
miillion. dollars. is a . lot of money .
when one . captain of industry gets -
it in a lump sum. But when $1,000,- .
00 is to be distributed among 32
000 workers and. spread. out for a
vear, - it breaks down to SIXTY
CENTS A WEER.

Believe it or not, the munieipal
bosses .had the unadulterated con-
tempt for the transit workers, who
perform  absolutely indispensable
work, to offer them an increase of
sixty cents a week—after they have
been trying far two years to get an
adjustment of their dwindling wages.
From this insulting offer the high
and mighty did not budge. )

But Quill and the other union offi-
cials—very much under the influence
of the Stalinist line that when Uncle
Joe is on the same side as Uncle Sam
the American workers must be sac-
rificed to that alljance—still kept the
hands of the transit workers tied
behind their backs. Protesting loud-
ly that they will not call a strike
during the war, they inade an. appli-
cation -to bring the case of the New
York City transif workers betme the
WLE.

Immediately Delaney couniered
this move on the part of the union
with the ukase that by appealing
to the WLB the union had auto-
matically abrogated the coniracts
between the Board of 'Transporta-
tion and the TWU.

Also, without losing much time,
th\e Mayor of New York and the
mayors of seventy-eight other Amer-
1ca1} cities declared that the WLB
does not have jurisdiction over mu-
nicipal government employees — and
the Mayor of New York refused to
be represenfed at the hearing before
the WLB,

The New York State Chamber c\f
Commerce, ignoring the fact that the
TWU was not threatening to strike,
thought the fransit workers should
be handled by the militia in the ex-
emplary way in which President
Coolidge once “settled” the Boston
police strike. At the same time the

whole reactmuaxy plESS deﬁned 1113:
TWJ:JS “attempt “to_ create “anarchy.”

Under this anti-labor barrage the

WLB announced that “it has no POW=.
er under Executive Order 9017 to is-
sue any directive order or regulation
in these disputes governing the con-
duct of the state or municipal agen-
cies involved.” " To their eternal
shame, the union members of the
board concurred in thls declswn.
making it unanimous.

Wm_-k__ers Ha.nsls Tied

Not that the WLB is anything to
write home about. Workers all over
the country are squirming under the
constant stalling and unfairness of
the WLB. But by refusing to con-
sider the case of the New York City
transit workers and of other munici-
palities who had appealed to the
board, it gave its okay to the policy
of municipal bosses that their work-
ers have less rights than other work-
ers. It is to this anti-labor concep-
tion that the union members on the
WLB also gave their disgraceful
concurrence.

‘On . December 17 the executive
board of the TWU met to consider
what to do néxt. It seems the moun~
tain. labored and brought forth -a
mouse., For the only thing the union
leaders could think of was to call
upon the Mayor and the Board of
Transportation to resume negotia-
tions with the union..

8o the 32,000 transit workers
stand exactly where they did be-
fore—with hat in hand before
Bosses La Guardia and Delaney,
who offer them sixty cenfs a week
increase. Only the workers’ situa-
tion is much worse now, for they
have to argme down Delaney's
ukage that by appealing to the
WLB they broke their contract
with the city.

The transit workers must g\at their

hands untied. A man must have his
fists to fight, and workers must have
their right to strike behind their de-
mand for better wages and condi-
tions. This is the moral of the New
York City fransit workers' story up
to this point.

Record of 77th Congress --

(Continued frem page 1)
Deal was to absorb this pro-

~ test, give as many concessions

~as were absolutely necessary—
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LABOR MUST DEFEND ITSELF!

defense of civil rights and all workers’
rights! Against any wartime dictator-
_ship measures! :

2. $1.00-an-hour m:ﬁ:mum pay! Txme:
‘and a half for overtime; double time
for Sunday and holiday work.
Wage  increases fo mcet rising costs.
No wage or job freezing! Equal pay
for equal work!
For a greater share of the increasing
national ingome. For a higker ‘stand-
ard of living!
5. No sales tax on consumer goods! No
tax on wages! Against forced savings!
For control of price fixing and ration-
ing by commiitees of working class ore
,  Ranizations, housewives and farmers’
organizations., Freeze rents and con-
sumer goods prices at the 1940 level to
stop the rise in the cost of living.
No government contract without a un-
ion contract! The closed shop in all
war industries! .
8. Maintain and increase all government
social services!

SOAK THE RICH—LET THEM
PAY FOR THEIR WAR!

3

4

6

7.

the cost of the imperialist war. Confis-
cate all war profits!

- 'ers’ control!
I11. Expropriate the “Sixty Families”—the
three percent of the. people who own
_?6 ‘per cent of the national wealth!

WORKERS PARTY PLATFORM

Against Both I mperialist War Camps' For the Victory of World
Labor and the Colonial Peoples! For the Victory
of the Tk:ra'. Camp of Socialism!

1. Hands off the right to sirike! For the

9. A government levy on capital to cover ~~ 19+ For an" Independent- Labor ~Party ‘and

10. Conscnpr. all war industries lmder work-- 20 For Peace_ Through Secialism!. For. Jlu_._-_

DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS
TO THE DRAFTEES!

12, The right of free speech, free press and
free assembly for the men. lll the armed
,forces. '

The right of mld;su Io vote in au
eleetions.

The right of all youth, inale or female,
to vofe at the age of eighteen. Old
enough to fight; old enough to work;
old énough io vote! ~

13.

14;

1?. For adeguate dependency allomncss :
_paid by the government with NO de-
ductions from the soldier’s pay.

SMASH JIM CROW!

16. Down with Jim Crow and anti-Semi-
tism! Al discrimination against . Ne-
groes in the Army and Navy or by em~
ployers in industry must be made a
criminal offense!

17. For full political, social and economic
equality for Negroes!

-BE PREPARED!

18. For Workers' Defense Gmmls, trained =
and controlled by the unions, against
vigilante and fascist attacks!

a Workers’ Government! No political
support to the Roosevelt government!

. independence of all colonies!
21. For a World Socialist Federation! Only
r socialist world will destroy cepitalist

imperialism and fascist barbarism!
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and no more — and then as
soon as conditions warranted
it, snap back to “‘normalcy.”’

A Record of Reaction

This is a record of the 77th
Congress, the one that has just
ended. It is a record of the re-
action we predicted in 1932,
Not a complete picture, of
course; much of the worst that
goes on today-is in the contrel
of the executive department or,
like the withholding of LABOR
ACTION and The Militant from
the mails, is done by autocratic
bureaucracy. But even this in-
complete record is bad enough.

The 77th Congress convened
for the first time in January,
1941, It was not markedly dif-
ferent from the 76th — there
were five more Republicans in
the Senate, two more Republicans in
the- House. But the war was ap-
proaching fast throughout the year.
and the time for the liguidation of

the New Deal was overripe. It was
a time for reaction.

One ‘of the first bills extended
the life of the Dies Committee and
gave it $150,000, the largest appro-
priation it had ever received. :

The Doughton bill raised the legal
debt limit to $65,000,000,000. (Since
then it has been raised several times
and on November 30 it passed the
$1DDGBI}0000{]0 mark] .

One of the first bI"S to be- dls-
cussed, though it took months in
the passing was HR 1776, the Lend-
Lease Act. This was significant
partly because it was a clear step
toward war, but principally be-
cause it was another siep, and a
large one, towa.rd centralization of
power in thé hands of the Presi-
dent. He was empowered fo “sell,
exchange, transfer, lease,’ lend”
virtoally any article to any coun-
try—thus giving him a very heavy
weight to throw in the scale of any
foreign contest, He was embow-
ered to take over factories and run
them, “notwithstanding the provi-
sions of any other law.” He was
first given the almost wunlimited
blank check of all ‘unappropriated
funds to work with; then, by
amendment, this was limited to
$1,300,000.  (But within a. few
months there were additional ap-
propriations of seven billion and
five and a balf billion dollars.) He
was empowered to issue such or-
ders as he deemed necessary to
carry out the act.

In_spite of widespread opposlt_ion
(among the noisiest of which was
the Stalinist American Peace Mo-
bilization picketing of the White
House), Congress passed the bill al-
most without meanmgful ‘amend-
ment, The President’s pum were,

by an amendment, set to end June
30, 1943—which is certainly meaning-
less, The President had to submit
reports to Congress every 80 days,
hardly much of -a limitation. The hill
could be revoked by cohcurrent reso-
lution (that is, a simple majority),
but the possible veto would make a
two-thirds vole necessary. Senator
Ellender of Louisiana (“I can buy

" and sell legislators like sacks of po-

tafoes”) "offered an ameéndment de-
nying the President the right under
this bill t{o send another AEF out of
the Westérn Hemisphere, but he was
induced to withdraw it. ‘The only
amendment that took into account
the opposition fo giving the Presi-
dent so much power and really cut
it down was that specifically -deny-
ing him the right to convoy.ships
with the American Navy, and in
several months that was reversed
by the repeal of the Neutrality Act.

Reynolds Gets Key Post

Im May, 1941, Congress unveiled a
statue to the memory of Huey Long
and listened to speeches extolling his
many virtues.

Then it passed the ship-seizure
bill, giving the President the “right”
to seize some 500,000 tons of Danish,
Italian, - French, - German, Belgian,
Rumanian, ‘Austrian and Lithuanian
vessels in American harbors.

The Senate put in as the chair-
man of its Military Affairs Com-
mittee, a key post, Robert R. Rey-
nolds of North Carolina, a poll-
tax dude known to be friendly to.
native and German fascists, whose
- principal contribution to American
legislation has been a repeated ef-
fort to exclude all immigrants from
all countries.

The Congress passed the priorities
bill, giving government agencies con-
tract priorities, giving the President
cantrol over the distribution ‘and al-
location of "all ‘war products " (read:
“of everything”). “Besides exfending
the President’s powers,” as Time re-
marked, “the Senate performed the
almost impossible feat of expanding
those of Secretary of Commerce
Jesse H. Jones” —representative of
Humble Oi]l and Rocketeller m the
Cabinét,

.NYA, CCC. NRA snd later. by
administrative decree, WPA, were
abolished.

Congress got so in the habit of in-
cluding loyalty oaths in bills that
they found one -payday that they
themselves had tfo swear- that-they
did not advocate the violent over-
throw of the government before they
could collect their checks. ',l:hey did
not think it funny. :« . sw =

Of course, the standard bumness of
Washington, the pork barrel, went
on uninterrupted. There was a $500,«

- 000 increase in the allowance for _
- franking — which was already sub-

stantial.. A request for $125,000,000

“for “defense” highways they upped-

« to $320,000,000-—what a chance for the
contractors back home! It was ve-
toed. They revived that old bottom-
Jéss-receptacle--of-graft, the Florida .
.. ship ¢anal.

They played around with repeal-
ing the poll-tax and in the end
not do sn. Eyvgn the Ubergls

s herd Job beleving: the off

oial story that it was all the wicked
Southerners’ fanlt,

Vicious Tax Policy

Perhaps the most vicious of all has
been the tax policy. In June taxes
were raised to a new high of $27 per
capita. Taxes in the middle brackets
were almost doubled. In the lower
brackets they were donbled or even
trebled,.

Roosevelt was not satlsﬁed Said

“he: “Very few tax experts agree with

me, but...most Americans are will-
ing and proud to chip in directly
even if their individual contributions
are very small” Eventually they
would not be so small.

Several months later came the
next tax bill. Exemptions were low-
ered to $750 for a single -person,
$1,500 for a married couple: Any-
body with: $15 a week had 1o pay.
Almost five million people filed re-
turns for the first time. The old tax
bill had brought in $9,500,000,000; the
new one added $3,500,000,000. Just
the part added was enough to run
the federal government in 1927.

This was still not enough., ‘Next
time they lowered exemptions still
further, so that everybody earning

 §12 a week or more had to pay a

tax. And this time there were no
exemptions. It was a “Victory
Tax.” About fifty million persons
will have to pay under this new
law. )

Meanwhile. the rich were being
taxed, too. Oh, yes.  There is a fax
on -everything above $25,000.in sala-
ries—which conveniently ignores the
fact that a large part of the income
of the wealthy comes from clipping
coupons. There is even a tax on
corporations, and EXCESS profits
tax (normal profits are okay). At
the time it was passed the New York
Post quoted business executives as
saying they found it “most gener-
ous.”

‘That summarizes the 77th Cen-
gress: capitulate to the bureaun-
crats; soak the poor. There are a
few unfinished items for the 78th
Congress, which promises to do its
best to be ‘even more ‘reactionary.
For exainple, there are’ anti-strike
_bills -in both: houses (to reinforce
the Roosevelt decrees) —in the
~Senate introduced by Poll - Taxer
- Connally, in the House by Hague-
woman Norton. But on the whole
they- have done a pretty thorough
job. The New Deal is dead, and m
hanes are picked.

Tlns last Congress was one of the
raost reactionary in years. The next
Congress promises to be worse. “Can
anyone challenge the need for a La-
bor Party,  independent of the boss
patties, based on the unions, repre-
senting the interests of the working
class? :

2o
(LABOR ACTION will soon pub-

lish an analysis of the new, the 78th,

Congress.—Editor.)
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By Sylvia - Merrill—

By SYLVIA MERRILL

rately déscribes the Japanese. There are fanati
among all peoples, and there are dainty, delight-
ful habits and ecustoms in all cultures. AR

*He has no land on which to grow anything -f:r'

anese industrialist, a Mr. Yatora, at one time pres.
ident of the South Manchurian Railroad Co.,, mad’
a speech extolling the poverty of the Japanese
worker and farimer:
ate a lot of meat and wheat;- which-wore woolen
clothing and were dependent upon a great many
mtematlonal commodities, we ‘should. be on ﬁl.
verge of a revolution. But fortunately; or unfora
tunately, our people eat rice and fish, wear chea

clothing and are almost entiiely divorced from th

international markets in the ‘egsentials of- living.‘”

poverty of the Japahese masses. He errs only i
one point: he thinks they are satisfied with their
lot. What is more, the whole world has been edu-
cated to believe that the Japanese workers and
farmers are content, that they are modest crea-
tures, having few wants; ready and willing to ti

out more and more work for the good of country
and boss. The actual story. of Japenese labor d!t-
pels this myth.

AS CAPITALISM GREW, STRIKES mcmm

talism in Japan began the history of strikes and. o

conflicts in which the ruthlessness of the ruling %%*
class and the desperate plight oi the workers’ bl- b 2
came apparent. s

' ._fused to accept a decrease in Wages and struck

stukes in whichi' about 7,000 workers “were' ine-
volved. Miners, railroad workers, machinists and .
fumace stokars strur:k to secure: h.lgher wages m
1898.. - -

" their Western brothers. It is true that their

- Western workers, but this was ‘dae -fo the pe;
~ culiarities of the development of : Japaness

THE ORIGINS OF SOCIALIST- AGITATION

Russians in 1905 affected all Asia and had its Tes
flection in Japan in many large strikes. Coal. cug
riers, glass workers, dock workers, all won wa“
increases of from 10 to.25 per cent. The miners’
strike was partlcularly violent and it took tmr
infantry companies to break it..

in carrying on its work than did the politica
movement, since the state found it neceasary?;‘fu
be more tolerant of organizations along e mic
lines than political.

- ment, and Sen Katayama for the Japanese m:

- by their governments.

rope in 1918 stirred the Japanese workmg
The year 1918 saw a great spurt forward i

were 108 strikes; in 1917, 308; in 1918 417‘
1919, 497, s

was a
a series of strikes and actions which drew
most backward section of-the working
-werking in the textile mijlls.: Here p3

a brutal slave method of employment
The girls were sold into the factory,

JAPAN:

‘And Farmers Live |

‘The past year has added to the conﬂerablo

confusion that existed about Japan. For years the . . eod]
Japanese were described as some kind of doll-like

people who wore kimonos, lived in bamboo houses.

grew wonderful flowers in liftle gardens, lighted"

their houses with lanterns and grew lovely cherry 3
trees. Of niore recent origin has been the con .t 5 B
of the Japanese as wily, slant-eyed rogues; ;
shorts and sandals, ready to hlow themselves: té
hits.

In actuality, neither of these concepts. ac.au-

To the Japanese farmer, that little bambos
house, which looks so delightful in a picture, {s’ : G
a flimsily built, one-room place, little different s
from that of our own Southern sharecropper. :

but rice, since the cullivation of the soil is s
very intensive. Prior to the war, the thousands = =y
of yards of silk rayon and cotton that flooded" '-'
the markefs of the world from the looms of
Japan rarely were seen on the hacks of the:
Japanese workers and. tsrmers That_goes for
the gadgets and articles of one kind or another
manufactured in Japan and  shipped everys
where, but rarely sold in Japan proper, There
is no mass market for these things—the work-
ers and farmers are -too poverty-siricken to do
much more than huy their most needed com-
modity—food.

At the height of the depressmu, a lladmz Jm

“If Japan were a nation which

Mr, Yatora has very eloduently deseribed ﬂl&

Simultaneously with the development of caple

The revelution which hrought the m ]
capitalist class into power took place in 1887, =
when the Emperor Meiji was restored to tlte' ;
throne. Soon affer, in ‘the 1880's, there was'a /.
strike of stone masons. The mmns had re-

for twelve days. During this same period, 30'
knitting mill workers went. on strike.

- During .1897_there were_ approximately forty'

So we see tlmi, contrary fo. the mtwll-ni-
vertised submission of the Japanese work!_m. e
-peddled by its cynical governmént spokesmien ..
and “labor leaders,” the workers set-ont to win
their rights by actions mot - unlike those of

actions were not as widespread as:those of:

capitalism which in turn gave risé to a labor
-movement with problem unlike tHose of ‘ﬂl
European and American warklng nIaS& i

- The revolutionary wave set-in motion, byfﬂt

At about this time socialist. ag’il&thn mll
propaganda began fo take place in Japan. l!l?l
1898, the Socialist- Party of Japan was nrpn-
ized by Sen Katayama. Needless to' say—it
was outlawed, The -Japanese police, long bes
fore Hitler's now famous Gestapo, ‘made eft<
reers for themelves as brutal suppresmrs al-'
the socialist movements,

The trade union movement had -less dlﬁcw

In 1904, the Russn-Japanese War. brnke 0
and while the armies were clasbing in’ Man
churia, the Congress of the Second Internas
tional ‘was meeting in Amsterdam, There the
delegates from the Russian and Japanese labor
movenient sat around the.t{ables of the C
gress, and Plekhanov for the- Russian' mov

and shook hands amid an ovation- thst m
préssed the solidarity of the: two working.
classes despite the war then bein: cmlﬂﬂ .

The Russian Revolution and the revo&ts i

organization of the labor movement, In 191&

The spark that set the whaole moy
going was the “rice riots” of 1918. The
in the cost of rice, the main food siaple
Japan, provoked rioting in several small fis
ing villages. It soon spread to the larger oif
where the. sacking of stores and -warehbus
took place. In Tokyo, the workers shmgﬂ _
Depariments of Agricultore and Comm
The price of rice dropped! :
The relaxation of the law iorbldﬁil!g
a spur to unionization. After 1918 tH
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